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Here’s a look at the other teams in the first
Democrat and Chronicle Section V hockey poll of the season:

2. Fairport
Nickname: Red Raiders.
Coach: Chris Moretter, 7th year.

Last season: 17-5, lost to
McQuaid in the Class A semi-
finals. 

Players to watch: F Cody
Howatt (sr.), F Quinn Wiedemer
(sr.), F Alex Schoepfel (jr.), D Pat
Doud (sr.), D Cameron Krug (jr.).

Outlook: After a 16-4 regular
season and earning the No.1
seed in sectionals last season,
Fairport’s season ended when it
lost to McQuaid in overtime in
the semifinals. 

Fairport coach Chris Moretter
said the disappointment from
last season would serve as
motivation for the players
returning as they strive for a
sectional title. 

“It’s our goal to reach, if not
win the finals every year and
we’ve built those expectations
for our program and the kids
buy into it,” said Moretter.

Alex Schoepfel is the top re-
turning scorer from a year ago
for the Red Raiders with six
goals and 15 assists. Fairport
will have experience at defense
with seniors Pat Doud, Camer-
on Krug and Cody Howatt all
returning. 

3. Pittsford
Nickname: Panthers. Coach:
Steve Thering, 7th year.

Last season: 16-4-1, lost in
double overtime to Penfield in
the Class A quarterfinals. 

Players to watch: F Greg
Weyl (sr.), F Tim Foster (sr.), F
Andrew Scuncio (sr.), F Nick
Panara (sr.), D Chris Perna (so.),
D Rodger Powers (jr.). 

Outlook: Pittsford returns
most of its offensive talent after
losing in the quarterfinals last
season. Last year’s leading
scorer, Greg Weyl, and seniors
Tim Foster and Andrew Scuncio
will head an experienced group
of forwards position for coach
Steve Thering. 

Danny Kelly is the only return-
ing goaltender for the Panthers
this season after a 3-1 record a
year ago behind Albie Di-
Pasquale in net. 

4 (tie) Greece
Athena/Odyssey
Nickname: Thunder. Coach:
Andy Rice, 2nd year.

Last season: 15-6, lost to
Webster Schroder in the Class A
quarterfinals.

Players to watch: F Austin
Birganti (sr.), F Cody Mazeau
(sr.), F Ethan Mordanga (sr.), F
Anthony Fedele (sr.), F Marc
McNeil (jr.), D Zach Bucholoz
(jr.).

Outlook: The challenge for the
Thunder will be replacing scoring,
including three-time AGR selec-
tion Anthony Crawford. 

Coach Andy Rice will have Austin
Birganti, Cody Mazeau and Ethan
Mordanga to fill the void at
forward. Quinton Rose and Mauri
Miettinen both saw playing time
behind Kyle Schieb in net last
season and will battle for the
starting job this season. 

4 (tie) Penfield
Nickname: Patriots. Coach:
Nathan Miller, 7th season.

Last Season: 10-12-2, lost in the
Class A championship game to
McQuaid. 

Players to watch: F Alex D’A-
gostino (sr.), F Sam Aebli (sr.), F
Brian Wall (sr.), F Jared Kachaylo
(sr.), D Jacob Sproule (sr.).

Outlook: The darling of last
year’s Class A sectional tourna-
ment will look to capitalize on
the momentum off an appear-
ance in the finals. As the No.7
seed, the Patriots defeated the
Greece Lightning, Pittsford and
Webster Schroeder on their way
to playing McQuaid in the finals. 

Seniors Brian Wall, Sam Aebli and
6-foot-2 Alex D’Agostino will lead
the offense. Ryan Jones and
Jacob Sproule are the top return-
ing scoring defensemen from last
season. 

6. Aquinas
Nickname: Little Irish. Coach:
Jim Hofford, 5th season.

Last season: 15-8, lost in over-
time to Churchville-Chili in Class B
semifinals. 

Players to watch: F Anthony
Depetres (sr.), F Jimmy DiLibberto
(sr.), F Matt Wisotzke (jr.), F/D
Jake Gottorff (sr.), D Trevor
Dennis (sr.) G Justin Nevinger (sr.).

Outlook: The Little Irish didn’t
lose many seniors from last year’s
team that went 15-8 and lost in
overtime to Churchville-Chili in
the Class B semifinals. Anthony
DePetres is a preseason favorite
to contend for Player of the Year
after his 2012-2013 season of 21
goals and 29 assists. 

Senior goaltender Justin Nevinger
is coming off an 11-6 season with
a 2.92 goals against average. 

7. Irondequoit
Nickname: Eagles. Coach: Rick
Giuffrida, 10th season. 

Last season: 13-6-2, lost to
Hilton in Class B quarterfinals. 

Players to watch: F Connor
Hynes (sr.), F Graham Gooch (sr.),
D Theo Cup (sr.), D Matt Comanzo
(sr.).

Outlook: Irondequoit only had
two players score double-digit
goals last season, and only Gra-
ham Gooch returns. Freshman

Michael Coholan and eighth-
grader Phil Barilla are two new
forwards that will try to improve
the Irondequoit scoring attack.

Goaltender Vinny Guida moves
on after a 8-4-2 season with a
1.67 goals against and .901 save
percentage. Theo Cup is seen as
one of the best defensemen in
Section V. 

8. Churchville-Chili
Nickname: Saints. Coach: Brian
Young, 8th season.

Last season: 18-5-0, lost to
Webster Thomas in overtime in
Class B finals. 

Players to watch: F Ryan
Cosgrove (jr.), F David Luciw (jr.),
D Connor Hoyng (sr.).

Outlook: The Class B runner-up
from last year lost seven of their
top eight point-getters from last
season, which means the Saints
will have a lot of youth on the ice
this season.

More focus will be put on the
only returning player from the
top-eight group, Ryan Cosgrove. 

9. Webster Thomas
Nickname: Titans. Coach: Allan
Mutrie, 1st season. 

Last season: 20-3-1, won the
Class B title over Churchville-Chili.

Players to watch: F Nick Hutton
(sr.), F Ben Monroe (jr.), F Tristen
Peterson (jr.), F Shane Duell (sr.), F
Marc Fiore (sr.).

Outlook: Allan Mutrie takes over
the Titans as David Evans has
taken the year off. Shane Duell
and Nick Hutton and are a couple
of players returning to defend
the Class B crown.

The largest shoes to fill will be in
goal where the Titans are losing
AGR selection Stephen Speis.
Tyler Argy is the only returning
goaltender from last season. 

10. Hilton
Nickname: Cadets. Coach: Chris
Monfiletto, 4th season.

Last season: 17-6, lost to Web-
ster Thomas in Class B semifinals. 

Players to watch: F Sean
Robson (sr.), F Austin Bull (sr.), F
Frank Gaffney (so.), F Todd
Higgins (jr.), D Alex Whitehair
(sr.), D Brian Mangene (sr.). 

Outlook: The Cadets should be a
team that builds off last season as
they return most of their key
players, including top scorer
Frank Gaffney. 

The defense will have more new
faces than the forwards, but they
do have seniors Alex Whitehair
and Brian Mangene as the lead-
ers at the blue line. 

— Andy Lipari

Vyverberg said. “We had
such a nice finish last sea-
son. This year, we’re
young in some areas and
experienced in other
areas.”

The experience for
McQuaid coming into this
season is at forward. The
Knights return their top
six scoring forwards from
a year ago, a group which
includes senior Michael
Capicotto. He led the
Knights with 21 goals and
15 assists a year ago. 

Also returning are ju-
nior Michael Campbell,
who had 21 points a year
ago, and Ryan Talty, who
had nine goals and eight
assists last season. 

“We should be able to
score goals,” Vyverberg
said. “We have a lot of our
forwards returning and
we should be stronger to-
ward the end of the year
than at the beginning.”

Vyverberg, the Section
V all-time leader in wins
as a coach, knows it won’t
be easy for McQuaid to re-
peat as Section V champi-
on. He would have given
the nod to Pittsford with
Fairport as a close second
for the top team. The Red
Raiders and Panthers —
who hold down the No. 2
and 3 spots, respectively,
in the poll — were the top
two seeds in sectionals a
year ago.

“There are a lot of good
teams, Fairport and Pitts-
ford are two of them, and a
lot of other teams that
could upset some of the
top teams,” Vyverberg
said. “I probably would
have given it to Pittsford
because I thought midway
through last season they
were the best team in
area.”

Pittsford coach Steve
Thering said the players
McQuaid has returning
could lead to another run
for the Knights. 

“They should be a com-
petitive team like they are
every year,” Thering said.

“They are returning a lot
of players, Capicotto and
Campbell are great play-
ers for them. We always
have tough games against
McQuaid.”

The Knights won’t have
to worry about Pittsford
or Fairport until late in the
season. McQuaid’s only
game with Pittsford
comes on Jan. 31 and the
only matchup with the
Red Raiders is McQuaid’s
regular-season finale on
Feb. 8.

The hardest challenge
this season for the
Knights will be replacing

four senior defensemen
from a year ago. First-
team all-state selection Ja-
red Tallo’s 24 points and
Nate Pennington’s 19
points were second and
fourth, respectively, for
McQuaid last season. 

With so much offensive
production coming from
the blueline gone, Vyver-
berg said he didn’t know if
it would be tougher to re-
place the offensive num-
bers or their defensive
presence. 

“It’s depends on the
season, you always like to
be able to score but we
need to play a good defen-
sive game, too,” he said.
“I’m not sure which one is
more important but it will
be a challenge to fill that
void. I didn’t know how
spoiled I was last year un-
til my new defensemen
came in.”

The goaltender situa-
tion will play itself out
over the course of the sea-
son for McQuaid. Tim Brei
and juniors Ryan Nelson
and Connor Raeman are
competing for a chance to
replace Brian Kick and
Zach Pearson in goal. 

None of the three have
started a varsity game be-
fore this season.

“I like all three. I
thought Tim looked better
in the scrimmages but all
three will get a chance and
we’ll see who steps up,”
Vyverberg said.

ALIPARI@DemocratandChronicle.com
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McQuaid hockey coach Al Vyverberg instructs his team
during a recent practice. JEFF WITHEROW 

Thanksgiving morning.
“We scored one goal
five-on-five, so it starts
with our team just know-
ing what we are.”

Basically, they’re a
team that must deny
space to the puck carri-
er, that must make safe
and simple plays in exit-
ing the defensive zone,
and must work the puck
deep into the offensive
zone and be willing to
grind it out along the
wall.

“We have to be pa-
tient offensively,” said
Cassidy, whose team
brings an 8-7-2-2 record
into tonight’s 7:05 home
game against the Lake
Erie Monsters. “We
have, in the past, wanted
to turn into a run-and-
gun team and that’s not
who we are. I hate to use
the word methodical,
but we need to be a little
more patient.”

Actually, it’s a style
they don’t mind, center
Phil Varone says. The
idea of being a little
more up-close-and-per-
sonal with opponents is
just fine.

“You want to make
them make a play, you
don’t want to give them
time and space,” said Va-
rone, who assisted on
three goals in Wednes-
day’s 6-3 victory over
Hamilton. His 16 assists
are third-most in the
American Hockey
League.

An in-your-face game
also works right into the
Amerks’ strength: the

power play. If they can
force opponents to take
penalties, then the power
play weapons have a
chance to produce.

The Amerks went 3-
for-5 on the power play
Wednesday and they rank
second in the AHL, con-
verting at 24.7 percent.

They may be even
more dangerous when
rookie right winger Joel

Armia becomes more ac-
climated to the North
American game. Blanked
by Hamilton, the Finnish-
born Armia has a goal and
two assists in seven
games.

But he has shown great
glimpses of what he will
eventually be for the par-
ent Buffalo Sabres, who
drafted him in the first
round in 2011. He needs
virtually no time or space
to shoot the puck and he is
adept at dangling out of
traffic.

“His skill level is off
the charts,” Cassidy said.

The trick is finding
consistency on the small-
er ice surface.

“The last couple games
I didn’t feel were his
strongest,” Cassidy said.
“It’s not a rush game all
the time here. And on the
Olympic-size ice (of
Europe), you can get
fooled into thinking
there’s a lot of time out
there.”

KEVINO@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/@kevinoDandC

Amerks
Continued from Page 1D

HOCKEY NIGHT

The matchup: Amerks vs. Lake Erie Monsters (affiliate of
the NHL’s Colorado Avalanche).

Time/place: 7:05 p.m. Friday/Blue Cross Arena at the Roch-
ester Community War Memorial.

Tickets: $20, $22, $24.

Records: The Amerks are 8-7-2-2. Lake Erie is 10-7-0-1.

Season series: The Monsters were 2-1 winners in a shoot-
out on Veterans Day.

Of note: Center Phil Varone is the only player on the cur-
rent Amerk roster averaging better than a point a game
with 4 goals, 16 assists and 20 points in 19 games.

Radio: WHTK-AM (1280).

TROPP CLAIMED
The Amerks won’t be getting
right winger Corey Tropp. He
instead has joined the Colum-
bus Blue Jackets.
Tropp was placed on waivers
Wednesday by the Buffalo
Sabres and was claimed by
Columbus.
The Sabres had claimed
winger Matt D’Agostini off
waivers from the Pittsburgh
Penguins on Wednesday and
were required to make a
roster move. They opted to
try to slide Tropp, a fourth-
year winger coming off re-
constructive knee surgery,
through waivers.
In nine games with the Buffa-
lo, Tropp had one assist.

SECTION V 
HOCKEY POLL
Rank Team Pts.

1 McQuaid 66 (5)

2 Fairport 58

3 Pittsford 56 (2)

4 Greece Athena/ 
Odyssey

35

4 Penfield 35

6 Aquinas 31

7 Irondequoit 23

8 Churchville-
Chili

20

9 Webster Thomas 19

10 Hilton 16

(First place votes in parenthe-
ses) Also received votes: Brock-
port, Canandaigua, Victor,
Webster Schroeder, Brighton,
Geneseo-Livonia. 
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Here’s a look at the other teams in the first
Democrat and Chronicle Section V hockey poll of the season:

2. Fairport
Nickname: Red Raiders.
Coach: Chris Moretter, 7th year.

Last season: 17-5, lost to
McQuaid in the Class A semi-
finals. 

Players to watch: F Cody
Howatt (sr.), F Quinn Wiedemer
(sr.), F Alex Schoepfel (jr.), D Pat
Doud (sr.), D Cameron Krug (jr.).

Outlook: After a 16-4 regular
season and earning the No.1
seed in sectionals last season,
Fairport’s season ended when it
lost to McQuaid in overtime in
the semifinals. 

Fairport coach Chris Moretter
said the disappointment from
last season would serve as
motivation for the players
returning as they strive for a
sectional title. 

“It’s our goal to reach, if not
win the finals every year and
we’ve built those expectations
for our program and the kids
buy into it,” said Moretter.

Alex Schoepfel is the top re-
turning scorer from a year ago
for the Red Raiders with six
goals and 15 assists. Fairport
will have experience at defense
with seniors Pat Doud, Camer-
on Krug and Cody Howatt all
returning. 

3. Pittsford
Nickname: Panthers. Coach:
Steve Thering, 7th year.

Last season: 16-4-1, lost in
double overtime to Penfield in
the Class A quarterfinals. 

Players to watch: F Greg
Weyl (sr.), F Tim Foster (sr.), F
Andrew Scuncio (sr.), F Nick
Panara (sr.), D Chris Perna (so.),
D Rodger Powers (jr.). 

Outlook: Pittsford returns
most of its offensive talent after
losing in the quarterfinals last
season. Last year’s leading
scorer, Greg Weyl, and seniors
Tim Foster and Andrew Scuncio
will head an experienced group
of forwards position for coach
Steve Thering. 

Danny Kelly is the only return-
ing goaltender for the Panthers
this season after a 3-1 record a
year ago behind Albie Di-
Pasquale in net. 

4 (tie) Greece
Athena/Odyssey
Nickname: Thunder. Coach:
Andy Rice, 2nd year.

Last season: 15-6, lost to
Webster Schroder in the Class A
quarterfinals.

Players to watch: F Austin
Birganti (sr.), F Cody Mazeau
(sr.), F Ethan Mordanga (sr.), F
Anthony Fedele (sr.), F Marc
McNeil (jr.), D Zach Bucholoz
(jr.).

Outlook: The challenge for the
Thunder will be replacing scoring,
including three-time AGR selec-
tion Anthony Crawford. 

Coach Andy Rice will have Austin
Birganti, Cody Mazeau and Ethan
Mordanga to fill the void at
forward. Quinton Rose and Mauri
Miettinen both saw playing time
behind Kyle Schieb in net last
season and will battle for the
starting job this season. 

4 (tie) Penfield
Nickname: Patriots. Coach:
Nathan Miller, 7th season.

Last Season: 10-12-2, lost in the
Class A championship game to
McQuaid. 

Players to watch: F Alex D’A-
gostino (sr.), F Sam Aebli (sr.), F
Brian Wall (sr.), F Jared Kachaylo
(sr.), D Jacob Sproule (sr.).

Outlook: The darling of last
year’s Class A sectional tourna-
ment will look to capitalize on
the momentum off an appear-
ance in the finals. As the No.7
seed, the Patriots defeated the
Greece Lightning, Pittsford and
Webster Schroeder on their way
to playing McQuaid in the finals. 

Seniors Brian Wall, Sam Aebli and
6-foot-2 Alex D’Agostino will lead
the offense. Ryan Jones and
Jacob Sproule are the top return-
ing scoring defensemen from last
season. 

6. Aquinas
Nickname: Little Irish. Coach:
Jim Hofford, 5th season.

Last season: 15-8, lost in over-
time to Churchville-Chili in Class B
semifinals. 

Players to watch: F Anthony
Depetres (sr.), F Jimmy DiLibberto
(sr.), F Matt Wisotzke (jr.), F/D
Jake Gottorff (sr.), D Trevor
Dennis (sr.) G Justin Nevinger (sr.).

Outlook: The Little Irish didn’t
lose many seniors from last year’s
team that went 15-8 and lost in
overtime to Churchville-Chili in
the Class B semifinals. Anthony
DePetres is a preseason favorite
to contend for Player of the Year
after his 2012-2013 season of 21
goals and 29 assists. 

Senior goaltender Justin Nevinger
is coming off an 11-6 season with
a 2.92 goals against average. 

7. Irondequoit
Nickname: Eagles. Coach: Rick
Giuffrida, 10th season. 

Last season: 13-6-2, lost to
Hilton in Class B quarterfinals. 

Players to watch: F Connor
Hynes (sr.), F Graham Gooch (sr.),
D Theo Cup (sr.), D Matt Comanzo
(sr.).

Outlook: Irondequoit only had
two players score double-digit
goals last season, and only Gra-
ham Gooch returns. Freshman

Michael Coholan and eighth-
grader Phil Barilla are two new
forwards that will try to improve
the Irondequoit scoring attack.

Goaltender Vinny Guida moves
on after a 8-4-2 season with a
1.67 goals against and .901 save
percentage. Theo Cup is seen as
one of the best defensemen in
Section V. 

8. Churchville-Chili
Nickname: Saints. Coach: Brian
Young, 8th season.

Last season: 18-5-0, lost to
Webster Thomas in overtime in
Class B finals. 

Players to watch: F Ryan
Cosgrove (jr.), F David Luciw (jr.),
D Connor Hoyng (sr.).

Outlook: The Class B runner-up
from last year lost seven of their
top eight point-getters from last
season, which means the Saints
will have a lot of youth on the ice
this season.

More focus will be put on the
only returning player from the
top-eight group, Ryan Cosgrove. 

9. Webster Thomas
Nickname: Titans. Coach: Allan
Mutrie, 1st season. 

Last season: 20-3-1, won the
Class B title over Churchville-Chili.

Players to watch: F Nick Hutton
(sr.), F Ben Monroe (jr.), F Tristen
Peterson (jr.), F Shane Duell (sr.), F
Marc Fiore (sr.).

Outlook: Allan Mutrie takes over
the Titans as David Evans has
taken the year off. Shane Duell
and Nick Hutton and are a couple
of players returning to defend
the Class B crown.

The largest shoes to fill will be in
goal where the Titans are losing
AGR selection Stephen Speis.
Tyler Argy is the only returning
goaltender from last season. 

10. Hilton
Nickname: Cadets. Coach: Chris
Monfiletto, 4th season.

Last season: 17-6, lost to Web-
ster Thomas in Class B semifinals. 

Players to watch: F Sean
Robson (sr.), F Austin Bull (sr.), F
Frank Gaffney (so.), F Todd
Higgins (jr.), D Alex Whitehair
(sr.), D Brian Mangene (sr.). 

Outlook: The Cadets should be a
team that builds off last season as
they return most of their key
players, including top scorer
Frank Gaffney. 

The defense will have more new
faces than the forwards, but they
do have seniors Alex Whitehair
and Brian Mangene as the lead-
ers at the blue line. 

— Andy Lipari

Vyverberg said. “We had
such a nice finish last sea-
son. This year, we’re
young in some areas and
experienced in other
areas.”

The experience for
McQuaid coming into this
season is at forward. The
Knights return their top
six scoring forwards from
a year ago, a group which
includes senior Michael
Capicotto. He led the
Knights with 21 goals and
15 assists a year ago. 

Also returning are ju-
nior Michael Campbell,
who had 21 points a year
ago, and Ryan Talty, who
had nine goals and eight
assists last season. 

“We should be able to
score goals,” Vyverberg
said. “We have a lot of our
forwards returning and
we should be stronger to-
ward the end of the year
than at the beginning.”

Vyverberg, the Section
V all-time leader in wins
as a coach, knows it won’t
be easy for McQuaid to re-
peat as Section V champi-
on. He would have given
the nod to Pittsford with
Fairport as a close second
for the top team. The Red
Raiders and Panthers —
who hold down the No. 2
and 3 spots, respectively,
in the poll — were the top
two seeds in sectionals a
year ago.

“There are a lot of good
teams, Fairport and Pitts-
ford are two of them, and a
lot of other teams that
could upset some of the
top teams,” Vyverberg
said. “I probably would
have given it to Pittsford
because I thought midway
through last season they
were the best team in
area.”

Pittsford coach Steve
Thering said the players
McQuaid has returning
could lead to another run
for the Knights. 

“They should be a com-
petitive team like they are
every year,” Thering said.

“They are returning a lot
of players, Capicotto and
Campbell are great play-
ers for them. We always
have tough games against
McQuaid.”

The Knights won’t have
to worry about Pittsford
or Fairport until late in the
season. McQuaid’s only
game with Pittsford
comes on Jan. 31 and the
only matchup with the
Red Raiders is McQuaid’s
regular-season finale on
Feb. 8.

The hardest challenge
this season for the
Knights will be replacing

four senior defensemen
from a year ago. First-
team all-state selection Ja-
red Tallo’s 24 points and
Nate Pennington’s 19
points were second and
fourth, respectively, for
McQuaid last season. 

With so much offensive
production coming from
the blueline gone, Vyver-
berg said he didn’t know if
it would be tougher to re-
place the offensive num-
bers or their defensive
presence. 

“It’s depends on the
season, you always like to
be able to score but we
need to play a good defen-
sive game, too,” he said.
“I’m not sure which one is
more important but it will
be a challenge to fill that
void. I didn’t know how
spoiled I was last year un-
til my new defensemen
came in.”

The goaltender situa-
tion will play itself out
over the course of the sea-
son for McQuaid. Tim Brei
and juniors Ryan Nelson
and Connor Raeman are
competing for a chance to
replace Brian Kick and
Zach Pearson in goal. 

None of the three have
started a varsity game be-
fore this season.

“I like all three. I
thought Tim looked better
in the scrimmages but all
three will get a chance and
we’ll see who steps up,”
Vyverberg said.

ALIPARI@DemocratandChronicle.com
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McQuaid hockey coach Al Vyverberg instructs his team
during a recent practice. JEFF WITHEROW 

Thanksgiving morning.
“We scored one goal
five-on-five, so it starts
with our team just know-
ing what we are.”

Basically, they’re a
team that must deny
space to the puck carri-
er, that must make safe
and simple plays in exit-
ing the defensive zone,
and must work the puck
deep into the offensive
zone and be willing to
grind it out along the
wall.

“We have to be pa-
tient offensively,” said
Cassidy, whose team
brings an 8-7-2-2 record
into tonight’s 7:05 home
game against the Lake
Erie Monsters. “We
have, in the past, wanted
to turn into a run-and-
gun team and that’s not
who we are. I hate to use
the word methodical,
but we need to be a little
more patient.”

Actually, it’s a style
they don’t mind, center
Phil Varone says. The
idea of being a little
more up-close-and-per-
sonal with opponents is
just fine.

“You want to make
them make a play, you
don’t want to give them
time and space,” said Va-
rone, who assisted on
three goals in Wednes-
day’s 6-3 victory over
Hamilton. His 16 assists
are third-most in the
American Hockey
League.

An in-your-face game
also works right into the
Amerks’ strength: the

power play. If they can
force opponents to take
penalties, then the power
play weapons have a
chance to produce.

The Amerks went 3-
for-5 on the power play
Wednesday and they rank
second in the AHL, con-
verting at 24.7 percent.

They may be even
more dangerous when
rookie right winger Joel

Armia becomes more ac-
climated to the North
American game. Blanked
by Hamilton, the Finnish-
born Armia has a goal and
two assists in seven
games.

But he has shown great
glimpses of what he will
eventually be for the par-
ent Buffalo Sabres, who
drafted him in the first
round in 2011. He needs
virtually no time or space
to shoot the puck and he is
adept at dangling out of
traffic.

“His skill level is off
the charts,” Cassidy said.

The trick is finding
consistency on the small-
er ice surface.

“The last couple games
I didn’t feel were his
strongest,” Cassidy said.
“It’s not a rush game all
the time here. And on the
Olympic-size ice (of
Europe), you can get
fooled into thinking
there’s a lot of time out
there.”

KEVINO@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/@kevinoDandC
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HOCKEY NIGHT

The matchup: Amerks vs. Lake Erie Monsters (affiliate of
the NHL’s Colorado Avalanche).

Time/place: 7:05 p.m. Friday/Blue Cross Arena at the Roch-
ester Community War Memorial.

Tickets: $20, $22, $24.

Records: The Amerks are 8-7-2-2. Lake Erie is 10-7-0-1.

Season series: The Monsters were 2-1 winners in a shoot-
out on Veterans Day.

Of note: Center Phil Varone is the only player on the cur-
rent Amerk roster averaging better than a point a game
with 4 goals, 16 assists and 20 points in 19 games.

Radio: WHTK-AM (1280).

TROPP CLAIMED
The Amerks won’t be getting
right winger Corey Tropp. He
instead has joined the Colum-
bus Blue Jackets.
Tropp was placed on waivers
Wednesday by the Buffalo
Sabres and was claimed by
Columbus.
The Sabres had claimed
winger Matt D’Agostini off
waivers from the Pittsburgh
Penguins on Wednesday and
were required to make a
roster move. They opted to
try to slide Tropp, a fourth-
year winger coming off re-
constructive knee surgery,
through waivers.
In nine games with the Buffa-
lo, Tropp had one assist.

SECTION V 
HOCKEY POLL
Rank Team Pts.

1 McQuaid 66 (5)

2 Fairport 58

3 Pittsford 56 (2)

4 Greece Athena/ 
Odyssey

35

4 Penfield 35

6 Aquinas 31

7 Irondequoit 23

8 Churchville-
Chili

20

9 Webster Thomas 19

10 Hilton 16

(First place votes in parenthe-
ses) Also received votes: Brock-
port, Canandaigua, Victor,
Webster Schroeder, Brighton,
Geneseo-Livonia. 
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Auto racing 
Brazilian Grand Prix 11 a.m. NBC (10)

NHL
Red Wings at Sabres 5 p.m. MSG (51)

CFL Grey Cup
Hamilton vs. Saskatchewan 6 p.m. NBCSN (69)

NBA
Pistons at Nets 2 p.m. YES (47)
Suns at Magic 6 p.m. NBA (308)

Figure skating
Skate Russia 2 p.m. NBC (10)

Golf
LPGA Titleholders 1:30 p.m. GLF (66)

Men’s basketball
Hall of Fame championship 1 p.m. ESPN (24)
Puerto Rico Tip-Off third place 4:30 p.m. ESPN2 (25)
Puerto Rico Tip-Off championship 6:30 p.m. ESPN2 (25)
Charleston Classic championship 9 p.m. ESPN2 (25)

NFL
Jets at Ravens 1 p.m. CBS (8)
Panthers at Dolphins 1 p.m. Fox (7)
Cowboys at Giants 4:25 p.m. Fox (7)
Broncos at Patriots 8 p.m. NBC (10)

Soccer
Tottenham at Manchester City 8:25 a.m. NBCSN (69)
Manchester United at Cardiff 10:55 a.m. NBCSN (69)
Real Salt Lake at Portland 9 p.m. ESPN (24)

Women’s basketball
Duke at Marquette 4 p.m. FS1 (400)

Women’s volleyball
MAC championship 1 p.m. TWCS 26
Selected events. Games subject to change or blackout by the net-
works. Numbers indicate Rochester TWC channel.

HOCKEY
NHL

SUMMARIES
Rangers 2, Predators 0

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 1 — 2
Nashville 0 0 0 — 0

First Period—None.
Second Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, McDo-
nagh 5 (Girardi, Zuccarello), 13:13.
Third Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, Stepan 5
(Zuccarello), 7:45.
Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 7-17-10—34.
Nashville 5-7-5—17.
Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rangers
0 of 3; Nashville 0 of 2.
Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Talbot 5-1-0 (17
shots-17 saves). Nashville, Mazanec 3-3-0
(34-32).
A—17,127 (17,113). T—2:20.

Flyers 5, Islanders 2
N.Y. Islanders 0 1 1 — 2
Philadelphia 0 3 2 — 5

First Period—None.
Second Period—1, Philadelphia, Read 7
(Couturier, Downie), :46. 2, Philadelphia,
Simmonds 4 (Lecavalier,Gustafsson), 1:45.3,
Philadelphia, Giroux 3 (Simmonds, Voracek),
3:48 (pp).4,N.Y. Islanders,Tavares 10 (Vanek,
Donovan), 14:04.
Third Period—5, N.Y. Islanders, Boulton 1
(Cizikas), 2:39. 6, Philadelphia, B.Schenn 7
(Voracek, Giroux), 12:21. 7, Philadelphia,
Read 8, 19:11 (en).
Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 10-13-
15—38. Philadelphia 10-12-8—30.
Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Island-
ers 0 of 3; Philadelphia 1 of 3.
Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Poulin 3-8-0 (16
shots-13 saves),Nilsson (3:48 second,13-12).
Philadelphia, Mason 7-7-2 (38-36).
A—19,829 (19,541). T—2:28.

Canadiens 3, Penguins 2
Pittsburgh 0 0 2 — 2
Montreal 0 1 2 — 3

First Period—None.
Second Period—1, Montreal, Pacioretty 6,
1:53.
Third Period—2, Montreal, Plekanec 7
(Markov, Subban), 1:05. 3, Montreal, Pacio-
retty 7 (Diaz), 2:25. 4, Pittsburgh, Neal 3
(Malkin, Martin), 5:44 (pp). 5, Pittsburgh,
Neal 4 (Malkin), 17:07.
Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 12-8-11—31.
Montreal 12-11-6—29.
Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 1
of 3; Montreal 0 of 4.
Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 13-7-0 (29
shots-26 saves). Montreal, Price 9-8-2 (31-
29).
A—21,273 (21,273). T—2:35.

Wild 3, Jets 2 (SO)
Minnesota 0 0 2 0 — 3
Winnipeg 0 1 1 0 — 2

Minnesota won shootout 2-1
First Period—None.
Second Period—1, Winnipeg, Frolik 6 (Ha-
lischuk), 13:07.
Third Period—2, Minnesota, Niederreiter 5
(Scandella, Parise), 3:21. 3, Winnipeg, Halis-
chuk 2 (Frolik, Scheifele), 5:35. 4, Minnesota,
Parise 11 (Koivu, Suter), 15:05 (sh).
Overtime—None.
Shootout—Minnesota 2 (Parise NG, Koivu
G, Pominville NG, Coyle G), Winnipeg 1
(Wheeler NG, Ladd NG, Little G, Setoguchi
NG).
Shots on Goal—Minnesota 4-17-13-1—35.
Winnipeg 14-11-10-4—39.
Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 0
of 2; Winnipeg 0 of 2.
Goalies—Minnesota, Backstrom 2-1-2 (39
shots-37 saves). Winnipeg, Pavelec 8-9-3
(35-33).
A—15,004 (15,004). T—2:37.

Senators 4, Red Wings 2
Ottawa 2 0 2 — 4
Detroit 1 0 1 — 2

First Period—1, Detroit, Helm 4 (Tatar,
Kindl), 13:23 (pp). 2, Ottawa, MacArthur 5
(Ryan, Wiercioch), 14:33. 3, Ottawa, Neil 4
(Conacher, Z.Smith), 15:44.
Second Period—None.
Third Period—4, Detroit, Datsyuk 12 (Kron-
wall, Zetterberg), 1:08 (pp). 5, Ottawa, Ryan
11 (E.Karlsson, Spezza), 3:51 (pp). 6, Ottawa,
MacArthur 6 (Wiercioch, E.Karlsson), 15:58
(pp).
Shots on Goal—Ottawa 7-11-11—29. De-
troit 17-6-13—36.
Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 2 of
8; Detroit 2 of 8.
Goalies—Ottawa, Lehner 4-3-2 (36
shots-34 saves). Detroit, Howard 5-7-6 (29-
25).
A—20,066 (20,066). T—2:50.

Maple Leafs 2, Capitals 1 (SO)
Washington 0 0 1 0 — 1
Toronto 0 1 0 0 — 2

Toronto won shootout 2-1
First Period—None.
Second Period—1, Toronto, Clarkson 2
(Gardiner, Kadri), 10:08 (pp).
Third Period—2, Washington, Ovechkin 20
(Green), 15:50.
Overtime—None.
Shootout—Washington 1 (Fehr G, Ovech-
kin NG, Backstrom NG, Brouwer NG), Toron-
to 2 (Clarkson NG, van Riemsdyk G, Ray-
mond NG, Lupul G).
Shots on Goal—Washington 11-17-19-
3—50. Toronto 10-9-4-5—28.
Power-play opportunities—Washington
0 of 3; Toronto 1 of 1.
Goalies—Washington, Holtby 10-7-1 (28
shots-27 saves). Toronto, Reimer 6-2-0 (50-
49).
A—19,473 (18,819). T—2:53.

Bruins 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT)
Carolina 1 0 1 0 — 2
Boston 1 1 0 1 — 3

First Period—1, Carolina, Sekera 5 (Skinner,
E.Staal), 5:53 (pp). 2, Boston, Chara 4 (Lucic,
Krug), 14:49 (pp).
Second Period—3, Boston, Smith 4 (Soder-
berg, Bartkowski), 13:31.
Third Period—4, Carolina, Dwyer 2, 11:10
(sh).
Overtime—5, Boston, Krejci 4 (Iginla,
J.Boychuk), 1:28.
Shots on Goal—Carolina 6-4-14-0—24.
Boston 14-12-11-1—38.
Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 of
2; Boston 1 of 5.
Goalies—Carolina, Ward 2-3-4 (38
shots-35 saves). Boston, C.Johnson 3-1-0
(24-22).
A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:30.
For NHL standings, see Page 11D 
AHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

Manchester 19 13 3 1 2 29 61 46 
Providence 17 8 6 1 2 19 61 58 
St. John’s 19 8 8 1 2 19 52 55 
Portland 15 7 5 1 2 17 44 43 
Worcester 15 6 8 1 0 13 32 46 

East Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

W-B/Scrntn 18 12 4 0 2 26 66 47 
Binghamton 17 12 5 0 0 24 65 52 
Norfolk 19 9 6 0 4 22 46 46 
Syracuse 17 9 6 1 1 20 50 46 
Hershey 15 6 5 2 2 16 49 45 

Northeast Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

Springfield 16 12 3 0 1 25 47 35 
Albany 19 11 7 0 1 23 52 47 
Hartford 18 8 8 0 2 18 48 62 
Adirondack 17 7 8 0 2 16 41 49 
Bridgeport 16 4 8 1 3 12 40 57 

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Midwest Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

Gr. Rapids 19 13 4 1 1 28 71 46 
Milwaukee 17 9 4 3 1 22 47 48 
Chicago 18 9 7 0 2 20 46 48 
Rockford 20 9 10 1 0 19 58 70 
Iowa 16 6 10 0 0 12 36 46 

North Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

Hamilton 19 9 7 0 3 21 51 53 
Toronto 17 9 7 1 0 19 49 48 
Lake Erie 17 9 7 0 1 19 49 51 
Rochester 18 7 7 2 2 18 51 62 
Utica 16 4 10 1 1 10 34 51 

West Division
GP W L OL SL Pts GF GA 

Abbotsford 22 16 5 0 1 33 76 62 
Texas 20 10 6 2 2 24 71 57 
San Antonio 18 9 8 0 1 19 51 49 
Okla. City 19 8 9 0 2 18 50 58 
Charlotte 17 6 10 0 1 13 44 55 

Saturday’s Games
Worcester 2, Bridgeport 1, SO
Utica 2, Rochester 0
Hamilton 3, Syracuse 0
Springfield 4, Hartford 0
Manchester 3, Providence 2
Hershey 5, Binghamton 2
Albany 5, Adirondack 3
Charlotte 5, Rockford 2
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 5, St. John’s 2
Portland 4, Norfolk 3, SO
Texas 5, Toronto 2
Abbotsford 4, Iowa 0
Grand Rapids 2, Chicago 1

Sunday’s Games
Rockford at Charlotte, 1:30 p.m.
St. John’s at Bridgeport, 3 p.m.
Manchester at Worcester, 3 p.m.
Springfield at Providence, 3:05 p.m.
Binghamton at Hershey, 5 p.m.
Toronto at San Antonio, 5 p.m.
Abbotsford at Iowa, 6:05 p.m.

SUMMARY
Utica 2, Amerks 0

Rochester 0 0 0 — 0
Utica 1 0 1 — 2
1st Period: 1, Utica, Weber 1 (Tommernes,
Pelletier), 9:04 (PP). Penalties: Larsson Rch
(goaltender interference), 7:18; Stuart Uti
(hooking), 11:10; Stuart Uti (interference),
13:13; Gillies Rch (roughing), 15:53; Jensen
Uti (interference), 16:22.
2nd Period: No Scoring. Penalties: Bagnall
Rch (roughing), 5:42; Hutchings Rch (slash-
ing), 9:09; Porter Rch (slashing), 9:41; Porter
Rch (fighting), 11:51; Mullen Uti (fighting),
11:51.
3rd Period: 2, Utica, Archibald 2 (Grenier,
Andersson), 10:26. Penalties: Gillies Rch
(hooking), 2:45; Corrado Uti (delay of game),
14:16; Grenier Uti (slashing), 18:47.
Shots on Goal: Rochester 7-12-14-33. Utica
7-13-9-29.
Power Play Opportunities: Rochester 0 /
5; Utica 1 / 6.
Goalies: Rochester, Hackett 4-6-2 (29
shots-27 saves). Utica, Eriksson 4-8-1 (33
shots-33 saves).
A: 3,815.
Referees: T.J. Luxmore (49), Keith Kaval
(40). Linesmen:Tim Kotyra (53),Brian Oliver
(74).

BASKETBALL
NBA

Box scores
Wizards 98, Knicks 89

New York 27 25 17 20 — 89 
Washington 26 23 27 22 — 98 
NEW YORK: Anthony 9-19 3-4 23, Martin
2-5 0-1 4, Bargnani 5-14 0-0 11, Udrih 1-7 0-0
2, Shumpert 2-4 1-2 6, Prigioni 2-4 0-0 6,
J.Smith 6-14 0-4 15, Stoudemire 5-5 2-4 12,
Hardaway Jr. 2-3 0-0 5, World Peace 2-7 0-0
5, Murry 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-82 6-15 89.
WASHINGTON: Webster 6-11 2-2 19, Nene
4-10 0-2 8, Gortat 7-11 2-4 16, Wall 10-18 10-
11 31, Beal 7-19 3-3 18, Vesely 1-2 0-0 2, Tem-
ple 2-3 0-0 4,Maynor 0-2 0-0 0.Totals 37-76
17-22 98.
3-Point Goals—New York 11-29 (J.Smith
3-7, Prigioni 2-4, Anthony 2-6, Hardaway Jr.
1-1, World Peace 1-2, Shumpert 1-2, Bargnani
1-4, Udrih 0-3), Washington 7-19 (Webster 5-
10, Wall 1-2, Beal 1-7). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—New York 48 (Anthony 12),
Washington 51 (Gortat 17). Assists—New
York 24 (Udrih, Bargnani 5), Washington 23
(Wall 7). Total Fouls—New York 24, Wash-
ington 18. Technicals—New York delay of
game. A—18,089 (20,308).

Clippers 103, Kings 102 
Sacramento 13 35 21 33 — 102 
L.A. Clippers 29 28 18 28 — 103 
SACRAMENTO: Mbah a Moute 2-4 2-2 6,
Thompson 3-6 0-0 6, Cousins 10-22 3-6 23,
Vasquez 1-3 0-0 2, McLemore 2-7 0-0 5, Pat-
terson 8-16 5-7 21, Thomas 5-12 11-13 22,
Salmons 2-6 0-0 5, Fredette 0-1 2-2 2, Hayes
1-2 0-0 2,Outlaw 3-9 0-0 8,Ndiaye 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 37-88 23-30 102.
L.A. CLIPPERS: Dudley 4-7 0-2 11, Griffin 3-
10 9-13 16, Jordan 6-6 5-14 17, Paul 7-13 5-8
22, Redick 5-11 4-5 15, Bullock 1-4 0-0 3,
Crawford 2-9 3-3 8, Collison 3-6 0-0 7, Hol-
lins 2-2 0-0 4, Mullens 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-
68 26-45 103.
3-Point Goals—Sacramento 5-17 (Outlaw
2-5,Salmons 1-2,McLemore 1-2,Thomas 1-3,
Fredette 0-1, Vasquez 0-2, Patterson 0-2),
L.A.Clippers 11-25 (Paul 3-4,Dudley 3-5,Col-
lison 1-1, Griffin 1-2, Redick 1-3, Bullock 1-4,
Crawford 1-6). Fouled Out—Mbah a
Moute. Rebounds—Sacramento 58 (Cous-
ins 19), L.A. Clippers 54 (Jordan 12). Assists-
—Sacramento 26 (Cousins 7), L.A. Clippers
22 (Paul 9). Total Fouls—Sacramento 33,
L.A. Clippers 26. Technicals—Cousins, Grif-
fin. Flagrant Fouls—Outlaw. Ejected—Out-
law. A—19,060 (19,060).

Pacers 106, 76ers 98 
Philadelphia 22 30 14 32 — 98 
Indiana 25 31 21 29 — 106 
PHILADELPHIA: Anderson 4-18 4-4 13, Or-
ton 3-11 4-5 10, Allen 1-4 2-2 4, Carter-Wil-
liams 11-21 6-11 29, Turner 8-26 5-7 21, Da-
vies 1-2 0-0 2, Williams 2-7 0-0 5, Brown 2-6
0-0 4, Thompson 3-7 3-3 10. Totals 35-102
24-32 98.
INDIANA: George 6-13 5-7 19, West 6-115-5
17, Hibbert 7-12 13-16 27, G.Hill 4-10 2-2 11,
Stephenson 8-11 2-3 18, S.Hill 0-11-11, Scola
0-4 3-4 3, Watson 2-5 0-0 4, Johnson 1-6 0-0
3, Copeland 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 35-76 31-38
106.
3-Point Goals—Philadelphia 4-25 (Thomp-
son 1-2, Williams 1-4, Carter-Williams 1-5,
Anderson 1-10, Turner 0-4), Indiana 5-18
(George 2-4, Copeland 1-3, Johnson 1-3,
G.Hill 1-4, Stephenson 0-1, S.Hill 0-1, Watson
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phi-
ladelphia 65 (Turner 11), Indiana 58 (Hibbert
13). Assists—Philadelphia 11 (Carter-Wil-
liams 3), Indiana 20 (West 6). Total Foul-
s—Philadelphia 27, Indiana 21. Technical-
s—Turner. A—18,165 (18,165).

Celtics 94, Hawks 87 
Boston 25 24 15 30 — 94 
Atlanta 24 29 21 13 — 87 
BOSTON: Green 4-10 7-8 16, Bass 5-11 7-7
17, Sullinger 6-12 2-4 15, Crawford 3-9 6-8
12, Bradley 6-13 0-2 12, Humphries 1-3 0-0 2,
Wallace 2-4 0-0 5, Pressey 0-0 0-0 0, Lee 2-4
0-0 4, Faverani 4-6 2-2 11. Totals 33-72 24-
31 94.
ATLANTA: Carroll 2-6 1-2 5, Millsap 6-12 0-0
12, Horford 9-19 0-0 18, Teague 3-15 7-8 13,
Korver 4-8 0-0 9, Martin 2-5 0-0 5, Scott 4-6
0-0 10, Antic 1-8 0-0 2, Williams 2-7 2-2 6,
Mack 3-7 0-0 7. Totals 36-93 10-12 87.
3-Point Goals—Boston 4-16 (Faverani 1-1,
Wallace 1-2, Sullinger 1-3, Green 1-4, Bradley
0-1, Crawford 0-5), Atlanta 5-20 (Scott 2-3,
Martin 1-2, Mack 1-2, Korver 1-2, Antic 0-3,
Carroll 0-4, Teague 0-4). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Boston 60 (Sullinger
9), Atlanta 45 (Horford 7). Assists—Boston
18 (Crawford 10), Atlanta 23 (Teague 10). To-
tal Fouls—Boston 14, Atlanta 26. Techni-
cals—Atlanta defensive three second. Fla-
grant Fouls—Sullinger. A—15,189 (18,729).

Heat 101, Magic 99 
Orlando 20 35 22 22 — 99 
Miami 16 23 32 30 — 101 
ORLANDO: Afflalo 7-17 2-2 18, Harkless 2-8
0-2 5, Vucevic 5-9 1-2 11, Nelson 4-10 2-2 12,
Oladipo 4-8 8-9 17, Moore 5-5 0-0 14, Nich-
olson 0-3 2-4 2, Davis 7-13 6-8 20, S.Jones
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-73 21-29 99.
MIAMI: James 7-13 5-7 22, Battier 0-2 0-0 0,
Bosh 6-13 3-3 15, Chalmers 3-7 1-2 8, Wade
9-16 9-10 27, Allen 1-5 2-2 5, Lewis 2-6 0-0 4,
Beasley 4-4 1-2 9, Cole 2-8 0-0 5, Andersen
3-4 0-0 6. Totals 37-78 21-26 101.
3-Point Goals—Orlando 10-23 (Moore 4-4,
Afflalo 2-6, Nelson 2-6, Harkless 1-3, Oladipo
1-3, Nicholson 0-1), Miami 6-25 (James 3-6,
Allen 1-3, Chalmers 1-5, Cole 1-5, Bosh 0-1,
Battier 0-2, Lewis 0-3). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Orlando 47 (Vucevic 9), Miami
46 (James 9). Assists—Orlando 19 (Nelson
6), Miami 19 (James 7). Total Fouls—Orlan-
do 23, Miami 19. Technicals—Oladipo, Vu-
cevic, Orlando defensive three second.
A—19,647 (19,600).

Rockets 112, Timberwolves 101
Minnesota 18 24 32 27 — 101 
Houston 25 30 27 30 — 112 
MINNESOTA:C.Brewer 8-14 5-7 22, Love 11-

22 3-3 27, Pekovic 6-13 2-4 14, Rubio 3-9 0-0
7, Martin 7-19 2-2 19, Barea 1-10 0-0 3, Cun-
ningham 1-3 0-0 2, Hummel 0-2 0-0 0, Wil-
liams 0-2 0-0 0, Shved 3-6 1-1 7, Dieng 0-0
0-0 0, Price 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-100 13-17
101.
HOUSTON: Parsons 6-14 1-2 14, Jones 7-10
2-2 18, Howard 5-9 1-2 11, Beverley 6-12 0-0
17, Lin 5-11 7-8 19, Garcia 0-1 0-0 0, Casspi
2-8 0-0 5, Asik 0-0 2-2 2, Brooks 10-14 0-0
26, Motiejunas 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-79 13-16
112.
3-Point Goals—Minnesota 8-26 (Martin
3-6, Love 2-5, Rubio 1-2, C.Brewer 1-4, Barea
1-5, Hummel 0-1, Williams 0-1, Shved 0-2),
Houston 17-31 (Brooks 6-7, Beverley 5-8,
Jones 2-3, Lin 2-5, Casspi 1-4, Parsons 1-4).
Fouled Out—None.Rebounds—Minneso-
ta 46 (Love 15),Houston 59 (Howard 13). As-
sists—Minnesota 17 (Rubio 8), Houston 26
(Lin, Brooks 5). Total Fouls—Minnesota 13,
Houston 16. A—18,196 (18,023).

LATE FRIDAY
Lakers 102, Warriors 95

Golden State 21 25 17 32 — 95 
L.A. Lakers 22 33 20 27 — 102 
GOLDEN STATE: Barnes 9-13 0-0 20, Lee 7-
17 7-8 21, Bogut 5-9 2-7 12, Iguodala 1-4 3-4
6, Thompson 6-20 3-5 19, Green 4-5 2-2 12,
Nedovic 0-2 0-0 0, Speights 1-8 1-2 3, Baze-
more 1-4 0-0 2, Dedmon 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
34-82 18-28 95.
L.A.LAKERS: Johnson 1-4 0-0 2,Hill 5-10 0-0
10, Gasol 11-19 2-2 24, Blake 3-6 6-6 14,
Meeks 3-10 0-0 8, Williams 2-4 0-0 6, Young
7-15 4-5 21, Henry 1-5 1-4 3, Farmar 6-9 0-0
14. Totals 39-82 13-17 102.
3-Point Goals—Golden State 9-22 (Thomp-
son 4-10, Green 2-3, Barnes 2-3, Iguodala
1-2, Speights 0-1, Bazemore 0-1, Nedovic
0-2), L.A. Lakers 11-24 (Young 3-7, Blake 2-3,
Farmar 2-4, Williams 2-4, Meeks 2-5, John-
son 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds-
—Golden State 62 (Lee, Bogut 13), L.A. Lak-
ers 43 (Gasol 10). Assists—Golden State 23
(Iguodala 6), L.A. Lakers 21 (Farmar 8). Total
Fouls—Golden State 20, L.A. Lakers 22.
Technicals—L.A. Lakers defensive three
second. A—18,997 (18,997).
For NBA standings, see Page 11D 

FOOTBALL
NFL

Injury Report
PITTSBURGH STEELERS at CLEVELAND

BROWNS — STEELERS: OUT: LB Stevenson
Sylvester (hamstring), S Shamarko Thomas
(ankle). QUESTIONABLE: DE Brett Keisel
(foot), LB LaMarr Woodley (calf). PROBABLE:
G Ramon Foster (ankle), TE Heath Miller (not
injury related), WR Emmanuel Sanders
(foot), C Fernando Velasco (knee). BROWNS:
OUT:TE MarQueis Gray (hamstring). DOUBT-
FUL: LB Craig Robertson (knee). QUESTION-
ABLE:DE Armonty Bryant (back).PROBABLE:
LB Paul Kruger (finger), P Spencer Lanning
(left knee), RB Willis McGahee (knee), G Ja-
son Pinkston (ankle), T Mitchell Schwartz
(toe), RB Fozzy Whittaker (ankle).

NEW YORK JETS at BALTIMORE RAVENS —
JETS: DOUBTFUL: WR Jeremy Kerley (elbow),
LB Garrett McIntyre (knee). PROBABLE: G
Willie Colon (calf), CB Antonio Cromartie
(hip), DT Kenrick Ellis (back), QB David Gar-
rard (knee), WR Stephen Hill (knee), WR San-
tonio Holmes (foot, hamstring), WR David
Nelson (illness), WR Greg Salas (finger), TE
Kellen Winslow (knee). RAVENS: QUESTION-
ABLE: DT Haloti Ngata (knee), LB Daryl Smith
(thigh), CB Lardarius Webb (abdomen).
PROBABLE: WR Marlon Brown (knee), WR
Brandon Stokley (thigh).

CAROLINA PANTHERS at MIAMI DOL-
PHINS — PANTHERS: OUT: LB Chase Black-
burn (foot), TE Ben Hartsock (knee), DE
Charles Johnson (knee), G Chris Scott (knee).
PROBABLE: CB Drayton Florence (groin), DE
Greg Hardy (knee). DOLPHINS: OUT: T Jona-
than Martin (illness). DOUBTFUL: CB Dimitri
Patterson (groin), C Mike Pouncey (illness).
PROBABLE: S Chris Clemons (knee, shoul-
der), LB Dannell Ellerbe (knee), S Reshad
Jones (groin), WR Rishard Matthews (back),
LB Koa Misi (knee), DE Derrick Shelby (an-
kle), RB Daniel Thomas (ribs), WR Mike Wal-
lace (hamstring), S Jimmy Wilson (abdo-
men).

DALLAS COWBOYS at NEW YORK GIANTS
— COWBOYS: OUT: LB Justin Durant (ham-
string), LB DeVonte Holloman (neck), LB
Sean Lee (hamstring). PROBABLE: WR Miles
Austin (hamstring), WR Dez Bryant (back),
CB Morris Claiborne (hamstring), DT Jason
Hatcher (neck), DT Nick Hayden (ribs), DE
George Selvie (shoulder),DE DeMarcus Ware
(thigh), S J.J. Wilcox (knee). GIANTS: OUT: CB
Corey Webster (groin, ankle). QUESTION-
ABLE: RB Brandon Jacobs (knee), WR Ha-
keem Nicks (abdomen). PROBABLE: RB John
Conner (hip), CB Trumaine McBride (hip), DE
Jason Pierre-Paul (shoulder), CB Terrell
Thomas (knee).

DENVER BRONCOS at NEW ENGLAND PA-
TRIOTS — BRONCOS: QUESTIONABLE: CB
Champ Bailey (foot), TE Julius Thomas
(knee). PROBABLE: TE Joel Dreessen (knee),
T Orlando Franklin (ankle), S Duke Ihenacho
(ankle), LB Nate Irving (shoulder), T Winston
Justice (finger), G Chris Kuper (ankle), QB
Peyton Manning (ankle), C J.D. Walton (an-
kle), WR Wes Welker (neck, concussion). PA-
TRIOTS: OUT: TE Michael Hoomanawanui
(knee). QUESTIONABLE: CB Kyle Arrington
(groin), CB Alfonzo Dennard (knee), S Steve
Gregory (finger), CB Aqib Talib (hip), RB Leon
Washington (ankle). PROBABLE: WR Danny
Amendola (groin), QB Tom Brady (right
shoulder), TE Rob Gronkowski (back, fore-
arm, hamstring), WR Matthew Slater (wrist),
LB Brandon Spikes (knee), RB Shane Vereen
(wrist).

SOCCER
MISL

Saturday’s Games
Syracuse 20, Rochester 8
Milwaukee 8, Baltimore 0
Missouri at St. Louis

Sunday’s Games
Milwaukee at Pennsylvania, 4:05 p.m.

COLLEGES
FOOTBALL

Division III Football Championships
First Round/Saturday
Hobart 34, Gallaudet 7
St. John Fisher 25, John Carroll 16

SUMMARY
Pittsburgh 17, Syracuse 16

Pittsburgh 0 10 7 0 — 17 
Syracuse 6 3 7 0 — 16 

First Quarter
Syr—Smith 36 run (kick blocked), 12:07.

Second Quarter
Pitt—FG Blewitt 43, 13:22.
Pitt—Garner 7 pass from Savage (Blewitt
kick), 3:06.
Syr—FG Norton 41, :10.

Third Quarter
Syr—Cornelius 42 pass from Hunt (Norton
kick), 6:25.
Pitt—Bennett 5 run (Blewitt kick), :00.
A—35,317.

Pitt Syr 
First downs 19 16 
Rushes-yards 27-21 39-148 
Passing 218 159 
Comp-Att-Int 28-41-1 18-28-0 
Return Yards 23 12 
Punts-Avg. 7-39.7 8-39.8 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 6-45 8-77 
Time of Possession 31:46 28:14 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Pittsburgh, Bennett 11-28, Con-
ner 7-26, Ibrahim 1-2,Boyd 1-(minus 6),Team
3-(minus 6), Savage 4-(minus 23). Syracuse,
Smith 17-88, G.Morris 7-30, McFarlane 6-18,
Hunt 8-13,
Broyld 1-(minus 1).
PASSING—Pittsburgh, Savage 28-41-1-218.
Syracuse, Hunt 18-28-0-159.
RECEIVING—Pittsburgh, Boyd 10-82, Gar-
ner 7-61, Holtz 4-39, Parrish 3-19, Weather-
spoon 2-10,Street 2-7.Syracuse,Broyld 6-25,
Clark 4-46, Wales 3-33, Cornelius 2-53,
McFarlane 2-0, Cleveland 1-2.
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Top 25 Schedule
Sunday’s Games

No. 3 Louisville vs. No. 24 North Carolina or
Richmond at Mohegan Sun Arena, Uncas-
ville, Conn., 1 or 3:30 p.m.

No. 6 Duke vs. Vermont, 6:30 p.m.

No.10 VCU vs. TBA at Coliseo Roberto Cle-
mente, San Juan, Puerto Rico, TBA

No.14 Michigan vs. TBA at Coliseo Roberto
Clemente, San Juan, Puerto Rico, TBA

No. 17 Oregon vs. San Francisco, 8 p.m.
No.19 New Mexico State vs. TBA at TD Are-

na, Charleston, S.C., TBA
No. 22 UCLA vs. Chattanooga, 10 p.m.

SUNDAY
Men’s basketball: Herkimer County CC at
FLCC, 2 p.m.
Women’s basketball: Herkimer County CC
at FLCC, 12 p.m.
Wrestling: Brockport at NYS Champion-
ships at Cornell, 10 a.m.

HIGH SCHOOLS
FOOTBALL

State semifinals
Saturday
Class AA: Aquinas 19, Elmira-IV 6; Mon-
roe-Woodbury-IX 34, White Plains-I 13
Class B: Maine-Endwell-IV 35, Depew-VI 13;
Schalmont-II 66, Marlboro-IX 0
Class C: Rye-Neck-I 14, Hoosick Falls-II 0;
Chenango Forks-IV 22, Cleveland Hill-VI 0
Friday
Class A: Williamsville North-VI 27, Union-
Endicott-IV 14; Queensbury-II 36, Cornwall-
IX 27
Class D: Chester-IX 55, Moriah-VII 14; Ran-
dolph-VI 35, Tioga-IV 6
AREA RESULTS

Hockey
Section V
Webster Schroeder 2, Penfield 1: Jeremy
Caulkins scored the game-winner for the
Warriors (1-0) with 3:19 left.
Brian Wall tied the game for Penfield (0-1) a
minute and 13 seconds earlier.
Joe Schuler netted a goal with an assist from
goalie Ryan Beutel who had 11 saves for
Schroeder.
Non-league
Aquinas 8, Buffalo St. Francis 0: Matt Wi-
sotzke and Jake Gottorff each recorded a hat
trick to lead Aquinas (1-0).
Anthony Depeters assisted on four of the
goals for the Little Irish, who scored all of
their goals in the first two periods.
Justin Nevinger and Thomas Conroy com-
bined for the shutout.

Girls basketball 
Alden Tip off Tournament 
Pembroke 62, Maratime Charter 22:
Breanna Johnson scored 29 points and set a
school record with seven of her 3-pointers
for Pembroke. She was also named the All-
Tournament MVP.
Rylee Moser had 12 points and eight steals
for the Dragons (2-0).

HORSE RACING
BATAVIA DOWNS

Saturday’s Results
FIRST: $7,400 Pace 1:57.2
5 Ok Braveheart (K Holliday) 7.20 5.30 2.50
3 Firethorn (J MacDonald)...........10.80 4.80
2 Dontgetinskyway (D McNeight III) .....3.00
EXACTA (5-3) $107.00; TRIFECTA (5-3-2)
$466.00.
SECOND: $4,750 Pace 1:58.3
6 Pj Count On Luck (D McNeight III) 19.00
11.20 3.60
2 Four One One (J MacDonald).....4.50 2.60
4 Machfever (K Holliday) ......................2.50
EXACTA (6-2) $92.50; TRIFECTA (6-2-4)
$178.00; SUPERFECTA (6-2-4-8) $2,179.00;
EARLY DOUBLE (5-6) $128.00.
THIRD: $5,700 Pace 1:55.3
3 Js Tango (R Fisher Jr) .........4.90 3.80 3.40
2 Carson City Road (D McNeight III)9.70 4.90
5 Bobby Be Good (A Monti) .................3.90
EXACTA (3-2) $24.40; TRIFECTA (3-2-5)
$91.00; SUPERFECTA (3-2-5-1) $235.50.
FOURTH: $6,700 Pace 1:58.0
2 Union Man Hanover (G Merton) 15.60 5.80
3.60
5 Rush Rules (R Vinci) ...................9.10 3.90
1 Old Mcheath (K Cummings)...............2.70
EXACTA (2-5) $58.50; TRIFECTA (2-5-1)
$233.50; SUPERFECTA (2-5-1-6) $1,809.00.
FIFTH: $6,100 Pace 1:57.3
2 Just Frank (R Beback Jr) .....3.40 3.10 2.50
6 Private Equity (J Flanigen) ......21.40 14.80
4 Fire Up The Mach (M Holliday) ..........2.60
EXACTA (2-6) $117.50; TRIFECTA (2-6-4)
$1,608.00; SUPERFECTA (2-6-4-7)
$18,882.00.
SIXTH: $5,400 Pace 2:00.0
2 Toekneejack (S McDonough)5.20 2.40 2.50
5 Green Olives (K Cummings).......8.70 5.00
7 Manic Hall (D McNeight III) .............34.00
EXACTA (2-5) $32.00; TRIFECTA (2-5-7)
$516.00; SUPERFECTA (2-5-7-6) $1,436.00;
PICK 4 (3-2-2-2) $184.50.
SEVENTH: $8,500 Pace 1:58.1
2 Goodnite Goodluck (R Beback Jr) 6.60 3.30
2.30
5 Unicorn Hanover (G Merton) .....4.70 2.40
1 Most Happy Rider (K Cummings) .......2.80
EXACTA (2-5) $21.20; TRIFECTA (2-5-1)
$57.00; PICK 3 (2-2-2) $19.20.
EIGHTH: $6,700 Pace 1:58.2
3 Ain't No Stoppin' (Ja McNeight) 5.40 6.40
4.00
1 Wisers Deluxe (M Micallef) ........3.50 3.00
6 Dont Stop Mach (R Beback Jr) ...........5.30
EXACTA (3-1) $27.20; TRIFECTA (3-1-6)
$124.00; SUPERFECTA (3-1-6-2) $445.50.
NINTH: $3,800 Pace 1:59.0
3 Auditorial (A Monti) .....89.00 65.50 13.20
2 Howyadoinbud (Ke Holliday)......7.60 4.10
4 Billy Bass (D McNeight III) .................2.10
EXACTA (3-2) $356.00; TRIFECTA (3-2-4)
$1,390.00; SUPERFECTA (3-2-4-1)
$2,939.00; LATE DOUBLE (3-3) $816.00.
TENTH: $4,750 Pace 1:58.1
2 Miliondollardesign (K Holliday) 5.30 2.60
2.10
5 Artillery Major (G Merton).........4.60 3.30
1 Zipnthruthehall (L Dahn)....................2.80
EXACTA (2-5) $31.80; TRIFECTA (2-5-1)
$58.50; SUPERFECTA (2-5-1-6) $309.00.
ELEVENTH: $3,800 Pace 1:58.3
3 Pro Kid (J McNeight)..........3.80 3.30 2.40
7 Somethingtobehold (R Beback Jr)8.30 2.90
1 Beechwood Terror (R Fisher Jr)...........4.20
EXACTA (3-7) $71.00; TRIFECTA (3-7-1)
$234.50; SUPERFECTA (3-7-1-5) $817.00;
PICK 5 ().
TWELFTH: $5,400 Pace 1:56.2
4 Elite (G Merton) 7.70 5.30 2.90
3 Kiss My Cam (Ro Beback Jr) 20.20 7.10
1 Realist (Ra Fisher Jr) 2.70
EXACTA (4-3) $62.00; TRIFECTA (4-3-1)
$213.50; SUPERFECTA (4-3-1-2) $226.50;
SUPERFECTA (4-3-1-5) $441.00; LATE LATE
DOUBLE (3-4) $14.40; PICK 3 (2-3-4) $39.80.

Scoreboard

Sports on TV

To report scores
(585) 258-2400 » sports@democratandchronicle.com » Twitter: DandC_Sports

The 23-degree weather
outside Blue Cross Arena
on Saturday and the play
of the Rochester Lancers
inside it sure made it feel
like Groundhog Day.

For the third straight
game, a lack of concentra-
tion by the Lancers on a
few key plays led to a loss,
20-8, to the Syracuse Sil-
ver Knights. Rochester
has to sit on that and its 0-3
record until hosting Penn-
sylvania (0-2) on Dec. 6.

“It’s a rough start, but
there’s a lot more to the
season,” said defender El-
liott Fauske, whose two
goals had the Lancers tied
at 4 at halftime.

But the third period,
just as it was in Friday’s
21-8 loss at Syracuse (3-0),
was Rochester’s undoing.
The Silver Knights out-
scored the Lancers 7-2 to
seize control. Then early
in the fourth, Slavisa
Ubiparapovic’s quick shot
through a defender’s legs
surprised Rochester goal-
ie Patrick Hannigan and
made it 13-6.

“Right now we’re kill-
ing ourselves. We’re not
getting beat by teams,
we’re making mistakes to
get beat,” Hannigan said.
“I think that’s going to
stop. We have two weeks
to go back look at the
(video)tape, regroup, get
some guys that are in-

jured back healthy and
you’re going to see a
much better Lancers
team after this Thanks-
giving break.”

The absence of sec-
ond-leading scorer
Mauricio Salles (knee in-
jury) has hurt, and
league MVP Doug Miller
hasn’t scored yet this
season. Salles could re-
turn Dec. 6.

“They made some
critical mistakes at bad
times, and the loss of
(Salles) really hurts
them, obviously,” said
Knights coach Tommy
Tanner, the former Rhi-
nos captain. “I think
they’re struggling for an
identity of where to play
the ball.”

A few key plays in the
second half burned
Rochester. On the first,
defender Troy Cole
made a shaky back pass
to Hannigan with the
goalie way out. Syracuse
defender Nelson San-
tana stole it and scored
on a three-point shot to
make it 7-4 to start the
third. 

“(Cole) just mis-hit it
and I played it wrong. I
should have just cleared
it,” Hannigan said. “I’m
one of the leaders on the
team, so I hold myself
accountable. I’ve got to
do better to bail (Cole)
out of that situation.”
JDIVERON@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/RocDevo

INDOOR SOCCER

Lancers fall to
Syracuse again
Jeff DiVeronica
Staff writer

The Rochester Amerks
finished a stretch of see-
ing the Utica Comets
three out of five games
Saturday with a 2-0 loss at
Utica Memorial Auditori-
um. 

This is back-to-back
losses to the Comets fol-
lowing a 3-2 loss Friday
night in Rochester and the
fourth consecutive loss
for the Amerks. 

Amerks head coach
Chadd Cassidy said he
thought his team had one
of its better games Satur-
day in the past week.

“We got pucks to net
and good looks at scoring,
but we have to continue to
keep things simple and
get everyone to play on

the same page,” said
Cassidy.

The Buffalo Sabres
announced Saturday the
team has recalled de-
fenseman Alexander
Sulzer from Rochester.
Sulzer re-joins the Sa-
bres for the second time
this season, the first
coming on Oct. 5 for a
one-game stint in Buffa-
lo. In 10 games with the
Amerks this season, Sul-
zer has notched seven
points.

Joel Armia had the
best chance to score for
the Amerks on a break-
away in the second peri-
od, but he couldn’t sneak
the puck in five-hole
past Utica goalie Joacim
Eriksson.

HOCKEY

Amerks lose fourth
consecutive game 
Staff report 

BUFFALO BILLS
Sunday: Bye
Dec. 1: vs. Atlanta at Toronto, 4:05
buffalobills.com
Tickets (877) 228-4257
SU FOOTBALL
Saturday: Boston College, 3:30
suathletics.com
Tickets (888) 366-3849 
SABRES
Sunday: Detroit, 5
sabres.com
Tickets (888) 467-2273
AMERKS
Wednesday: Hamilton, 7:05
amerks.com
Tickets (855) 462-6375
RIT HOCKEY
Friday: at Sacred Heart, 4:05
ritathletics.com
Tickets (585) 475-4121
SU BASKETBALL
Monday: vs. Minnesota at Lahaina, Hawaii,
5:30
suathletics.com
Tickets (888) 366-3849 
LANCERS
Friday: Pennsylvania, 7
rochesterlancers.com
Tickets (585) 872-5425 
FINGER LAKES
Sunday: Simulcasting
(585) 924-3232
BATAVIA DOWNS
Sunday: Simulcasting
batavia-downs.com
(585) 343-3750

CALENDAR
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NEWS
TIPS
Call (585)
258-2252 or
(800)
767-7539
from
outside
Monroe
County.

Steve Bradley Lead Local Editor/Sports (585) 258-2569
sbradley@democratandchronicle.com SBradleyDC 

Lions, Cowboys claim victories

Detroit blasted Green Bay 40-10,
while Dallas rallied with 17 second-
half points to defeat the Raiders, 31-
24, on Thanksgiving Day. 2D

PAUL SANCYA/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Inside

She’s got cause for concern 

Rachel Axon of USA Today Sports:
“Katherine Webb is an Auburn

graduate, but when she attends the
Iron Bowl at Jordan-
Hare Stadium on Sat-
urday it will be her first.
And, of course, she’ll be
cheering for Alabama.

“As anyone who
hasn’t been living under
a rock for the past 11
months knows, the for-
mer Miss Alabama USA
is dating Crimson Tide

quarterback AJ McCarron. With a
potential undefeated season on the
line for top-ranked Alabama (11-0),
there’s plenty to be worried about.
‘This is the first actual game, Iron
Bowl, that I will be attending. I don’t
know what to expect and I’m really
nervous.’

‘I didn’t get to go to the Iron Bowl
whenever I was in school because I
ended up having to sell my student
ticket because I was running low on
cash,’ she says.

Maybe he’s just thorough

Brad Dickson of the
Omaha World-Herald:

“Last Tuesday
marked the 150th anni-
versary of the Gettys-
burg Address, which
consisted of 272 words. 

“On Monday Night
Football, it takes Jon
Gruden 1,500 words to
explain an offside call.”

Nice try with the spin

Len Berman of ThatsSports.com,
on an angry Alex Rodriguez storming
out of his MLB drug hearing:

“It was A-Rod’s first ‘walk-off’ in
recent memory.”

To each their own, right?

ESPN’s Scott Van Pelt, via Twitter:
“Some people watch talent shows

or singers. Others apparently like to
see people lose weight and weep. 

“I’ll take the sports, thank you.”
— Compiled by Bob Chavez

Webb

Gruden

Maple Leafs at Sabres, 7:30 p.m.,
MSG: Buffalo seeks to end a five-
game skid.

The Amerks face off against Lake
Erie. In Saturday’s Democrat and
Chronicle.

Leading Off

TV’s Best Bet

Coming Up

ALABAMA’S MCCARRON IS ALL BUSINESS PAGE 5D

McQuaid won the Section V Class A championship and reached the
state title game last season, so it shouldn’t come as a huge surprise that
the Knights are picked as the top team coming into the 2013-2014 hock-
ey season by the coaches in Section V. 

McQuaid received five of the seven first-place votes in the Demo-
crat and Chronicle’s first poll of the season, and coach Al Vyverberg
said he understands the expectations that come with being the defend-
ing champions.

“We warned our players about how they will be playing with a target
on their back, but we know there will be more pressure on us,” 

McQuaid senior Ben Korpiel, left, fends off junior Cole Kidd in practice. JEFF WITHEROW 

GOOD  KN IGHTS  
McQuaid tops first Section V hockey poll
Andy Lipari 
Staff writer

INSIDE ON 4D
A capsule look at the other
teams in the Democrat and
Chronicle preseason hockey
poll.

GO DEEPER 
ON DIGITAL
Go to Democratand
Chronicle.com to see a
photo gallery from a recent
McQuaid practice.

See HOCKEY, Page 4D

Having scored six goals on Wednes-
day night, there were plenty of smiles
in the Rochester Americans dressing
room.

Slump? What slump?
Then came the voice of reason on

Thursday morning, with coach Chadd
Cassidy playing the role of Debbie
Downer.

“We can’t get fooled by scoring six
goals,” he said after the team gathered
for a quick chat at the rink 

Amerks look
to get back 
to basics
Kevin Oklobzija
Staff writer

See AMERKS, Page 4D

HOCKEY

ORCHARD PARK — There may have
been innumerable fans shocked by the
sight of Bills fullback Frank Summers
plowing into the end zone to score the
first touchdown of his NFL career two
weeks ago against the Jets.

Among those who weren’t surprised
were Summers and wide receiver Ste-
vie Johnson.

“Frank was a halfback in his high
school days and in college so he knows 

Summers
a hefty load
in backfield
Sal Maiorana
Staff writer

Buffalo’s Frank Summers, left, tries to pull
away from Carolina’s Jon Beason during a
run during their Sept. 14 meeting. KRIS J.

MURANTE/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERSee BILLS, Page 2D

BUFFALO BILLS


