LIGHTSPEED FASTPITCH

Mike Kelly c 561 312-7954 w 561 776-1078

Website - www.lightspeedgold.com  Email – lightspeedfp@comcast.net
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FACT SHEET

PHILOSOPHY 

The philosophy of the team is to allow the girls as many occasions as possible to play in a competitive atmosphere and to be exposed to collegiate opportunities. It is of paramount importance for the girls to learn advanced softball skills, teamwork and social camaraderie. 

SEASON 

Generally, the summer season is normally from late April through mid-July after our players have completed their interscholastic or intercollegiate seasons. The objective is to enter 4-5 tournaments primarily elite exposure events in Florida that showcase our player’s talents. We have attached a Tentative Summer Schedule our summer schedule. A commitment to these dates is critical to the success of the team as well as the recruitment process.
TEAM ELIGIBILITY
The team is open to all age eligible collegiate players and signed or unsigned interscholastic players based on their ability to compete at the highest level of play. Includes rising and graduated seniors and college freshmen.
PRACTICE

Practices will primarily be limited to some early season organizational practices on one weekday evening and/or a weekend day. Once the season schedule practice of mid-week scrimmages only! Any additional days/time will be determined by the coaching staff.  

TEAM ORGANIZATION

We are always in need of parents/fans to assist the coaches with the administration of the team. Please let us know your unique abilities. Remember that these efforts will reduce costs or permit our team some additional perks for the season.

REGISTRATION

Fees - $450 payable to Lightspeed Fastpitch by cash, check or through our PayPal account.
The amount is based on the expenses incurred by the team’s proposed tournament schedule, field rentals, events, uniforms, equipment and supplies. It does not cover rooms or travel.  
PAYMENT SCHEDULE

Registration fees are expected to be paid at the time of registration. We realize that not everyone can afford that method. Therefore, in an effort to ease the costs of registration the payment schedule below may be utilized. Please be aware that many of the team expenses especially the costly showcase tournaments require payment to enter.
Summer - $250 by January 31st and $100 per month February and March.
SPONSORSHIPS

Funds raised from sponsorships cannot be designated for any specific individual(s) and the organization will not act as a bank for individual funds. Funds given to Lightspeed Fastpitch are intended for the specific use of permitted team expenses such as but not limited to tournament entry, uniforms, equipment, supplies and field rentals. However, sponsor monies can be utilized for player registration fees but will not be held on account.
FUNDRAISING 

We will be entertaining sponsorships, hosting tournaments, clinics and other events to raise team funds and defray costs especially travel expenses. Everyone is expected to support our fundraising efforts wholeheartedly. 
2016 SUMMER 
TENTATIVE TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
DATES


EVENT


 
SITE
May 27-30

Power 32
    

Sanford
June 17-19

Gold Diamond 
      
Kissimmee
June 25-26

Florida Finest

Tampa
July 8-10


Storm Showcase 
Tallahassee
July 14-17

KJax Showcase

Jacksonville
REGISTRATION FORM

Important Note: No information will be released jeopardizing your personal privacy i.e. phones, addresses. etc. All recruiting inquiries will be screened through club or school coach to ensure the reliability and validity of coach’s credentials. Parents will be contacted ASAP!

Team Age Group:  18   16
 14


Players Name




Age

Birthdate

Address





City/Town


Zip



Parent



Phone


Parent


Phone

Primary Phone


Alt Phone


Cell




Email






Web Site

SCHOOL/COLLEGE
School Name





Graduating Year


SAT Scores (3)





ACT Score
Class Rank





NCAA Reg.   Yes   No
G.P.A.





Academic Honors

College Major


College Preference


Region/State

SOFTBALL


Coach 



 Address




Phone

Height   

  
Weight


Throws

Bats

Speed
1st



Home

Batting Avg.



Slugging Pct.


Fielding Avg.

Position(s) 1.


2.


3.



Pitchers

Record



ERA

Experience/Honors

OTHER SPORTS (Participation/Honors)

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION   

Club Coach   Mike Kelly, 1002 Ocean Dunes Cir. Jupiter, FL  33477
 Phone 561 312-7954
Experience

Honors

VOLUNTEER (Type & Duration)

NOTE: Please feel free to include additional information below or on additional sheets!

Uniforms: The team will provide two shirts with team funds. Players will provide gray and black pants. 

Player (if 18+) or Parent Signature




Date
*Primary #


Alternate #

Shirt Size

Pant
Payment:
Registration:                 

Team Signature

WAIVER

 (Please Read Before Signing)

· The players, parents and related fans agree to abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the Lightspeed Gold Softball Team for the health and safety of the players.

· I hereby grant permission for myself (18+ years old) or my child to participate in the Lightspeed Gold Softball team for the 2016 season. 
· In the event of injury, illness, or any other medical emergency to me or my child, I hereby grant authority to a licensed physician, licensed osteopathic physician, or other qualified emergency service personnel to render such emergency medical treatment as may be deemed necessary under the circumstances. Further, I hereby authorize Lightspeed Gold Softball Team Coaches to act for me in their best judgment in any situation requiring medical attention. 
· I understand that participation in any youth sports activity like the Lightspeed Gold Softball Team potentially involves risk of injury to myself or my child.
· I waive, release, absolve and hold harmless Lightspeed Gold Softball Team, it’s coaches, parents, volunteers and players; persons transporting myself or my child to and from activities; and other participants from any claim arising out of injury, illness, or damage to my child or property while participating in Lightspeed Gold Softball Team.





Name of Player

DOB


Special medical requirements


Parents, Guardians or Player (over 18 yrs.) signature below


Date

Notary Public (affix seal and signature)
TEAM RULES & AGREEMENT

The following are the rules and agreement made between the Player, Parents and Coaches concerning their roles in the Lightspeed Gold Girls Fastpitch Softball Team.  Inasmuch as the players are of an age that they are completely aware of their role and responsibility on a team, I consider their signature as binding as any adult. The agreement period will be annual but may be adjusted seasonally. 
1. Players are committed to Lightspeed Gold Softball Team exclusively and are not permitted to play or practice with any other team except their own interscholastic/intercollegiate team without express team approval.
2. Players under 18 years old are not permitted to be self-supervised on overnight trips.
3. Players are not allowed to bring friends on trips without permission of coaches.
4. Players, Parents or Coaches possessing or using of illegal substances will be removed from the team.

5. Players in possession or influence of alcohol will be removed from the team. 
6. Parents and coaches need to set a proper example controlling alcohol use while traveling with the team.
7. Players, Parents or Coaches involved in situations that would tarnish the reputation or not be in the team’s best interest will be subject to possible disciplinary action.
8. All team equipment issued to players is to be maintained and returned in proper condition.
9. Please remember that playing on this team is a privilege not a right!
In addition to the Team Rules above the COACHES agrees to:

· Offer proper instruction to improve the players playing fitness and softball skills

· Provide a safe and healthy environment for the players

· Afford the players/parents an opportunity for appropriate communication 

· Treat players in a fair and consistent manner

· Make available to player’s meaningful play opportunities based on performance factors
· Present an appropriate personal example to the players
In addition to the Team Rules above the PLAYER agrees to:

· Maintain physical fitness and training by following training regimen supplied by team.

· Be on time to games and practices 

· Cooperate with coaches in practices and games 

· Practice and play with enthusiasm and motivation

· Assist in all fund-raising efforts 

· Acknowledge constructive criticism in a positive manner

· Act in a positive manner that is respected by all

In addition to the Team Rules above the PARENTS agrees to:
· Support the coaches’ decisions
· Understand child’s role on the team

· Promote positive cooperation and commitment to the team
· Insist my child treat everyone fairly and respectfully 

· Assist in all fund-raising and voluntary efforts

· Provide appropriate financial assistance

Coaches Signature     Date
Parents Signature 
Date
Players Signature
Date

Lightspeed Fastpitch
1002 Ocean Dunes Circle Jupiter, FL 33477-9125

EIN# 20-3228541

“A youth sport non profit organization”

To Whom It May Concern:

Lightspeed Fastpitch is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit youth sports organization operating primarily in the Treasure Coast region of Southeast Florida. Formed in the fall of 2001 to permit talented female softball players a greater opportunity for college scholarships. Since its inception the program has sent over 70 girls to college on scholarship. The team annually schedules approximately 12-15 tournaments in the summer and fall seasons predominantly college showcase type events. Lightspeed Fastpitch has maintained an elite level of play on a yearly basis to be selected to these events. Since these showcase events are wide ranging geographically our team must travel around the state and country. We are very excited about attending this event but it obviously comes with a significant cost. The parents on the team fund the major portion of our season’s expenditures including tournament fees, uniforms, equipment, supplies and a semi-annual registration fee. We generally try to fund our travel costs which are increasingly costly because they are our largest expense. 

Lightspeed Gold players are true student/athletes with little potential professional opportunities on the horizon. Collegiate play is likely to be the highest level of play available to them. Their grade point average (G.P.A.) and scholastic aptitude test (S.A.T.) scores tend to drive their college scholarship as much as softball talent. We are very proud our team G.P.A. is 3.6. Lightspeed Fastpitch has been a successful motivator for young girls to excel at college and become productive members of our society. We feel that with our track record Lightspeed Gold Fastpitch would be a beneficial recipient of financial support. If you are in a position to sponsor or support our organization, we would be most appreciative of that support. Although we appreciate any support for our team we do have special sponsorship levels. Our sponsors are the backbone of our organization and throughout the year can be featured on our website at www.lightspeedgold.com if you so wish. Please check it out and thank you for your time.

Sponsor Level

Amount
Benefit 
Bronze


$500 

Website listing & Team Plaque

Silver


$1000

Website & Team Banner and Team Plaque

Gold


$2500

Website & Team Banner and Team Photo Plaque

Platinum

$5000

Website & Team Banner, Team Photo Plaque and Video

Sincerely,

Mike Kelly
Mike Kelly, President

Q & A

Q – What is the team philosophy and mission?

A – Our mission includes the statement “commitment to collegiate opportunities.” Therefore, our focus is on college scholarship. We certainly wish that you do well in interscholastic play because along with your grades we follow them very carefully. In addition, we do everything to work cooperatively with our high school coaches to avoid any potential conflicts. However, this is not necessarily part of our mission and is simply a “stepping stone” to intercollegiate participation.

Q - What can I expect of playing time?

A – The program philosophy has been to utilize a fair amount of playing to all players in pool or showcase games as long as they have given sufficient effort in all other aspects of the team including, but not limited to, practices, fundraising, teamwork etc. 
Q – What about elimination type tournaments or games?

A - The coaching staff will utilize what is deemed to be the very best players under the circumstances for any all elimination contests. The coaches will constantly evaluate players to select the best use of players for the team’s success. 
Q – What about pitching?

A - Pitchers are in a formal rotation to pitch. In this rotation they generally split games and share starts and finishes. Splitting games allows all our pitchers to have an opportunity to be seen by recruiters as much as possible. There are times that the pitchers will pitch complete games as well. The only exception for the rotation is elimination games as stated above.
Q – How many positions will my daughter play?

A – We generally try to have every player play two positions as a minimum. Although that helps our team become a little more versatile it is not the reason we do this. It is primarily based on their future college participation. Players, although recruited to play a specific position, may have to wait until the position becomes available. If the player possesses a solid bat the college will try to place you in another position to get you in the lineup. Many of our prior players have been able to get on the field via this method. 

Q – How do players earn a starting position?

A – Players earn a starting position every practice and game that is played. As stated above the coaches constantly evaluate the performance of players on offense and defense to establish a starting team. Our team has some outstanding competitive athletes none of which care to sit on the bench. Just remember that all “starting positions” are earned and need to be backed up with solid play on a daily basis!

Q – What are our expectations of your daughter?

A – The expectations are for your daughter to get in the best physical shape possible by following the training schedule provided, working hard with your school team, skill professionals and keeping up with homework and assignments. Every player needs to have the passion, skills, commitment and grades to play at the collegiate level. I try to view every player’s softball skill set from the eyes of a recruiter. If there are flaws in their play I will let you know. Please take it seriously.

CHECKLIST

(Please read Fact Sheet)
· Registration

· Team Waiver

· Team Rules & Agreement

· Registration Fees  
· All checks payable to Lightspeed Fastpitch
· Copy of birth certificate and/or driver’s license 

· Signing rosters and/or waivers for various softball associations
Since Lightspeed Fastpitch is a 501c (3) non profit organization there are some potential amenities such as sponsorship opportunities and intra-state accommodations can be pooled to avoid sales tax. We can supply our Employer Identification Number EIN: 20-3228541 for any potential sponsors. The team will make a decision regarding pooling travel funds.

Notes:

· Accommodations – Team will set hotel reservations based on your needs. Although team will reserve initially with hotels, individual rooms must be covered by individual payment to our Lightspeed Fastpitch account. (Refer to above). 
· Team will reserve reasonably priced hotels with a pool and some type of complimentary breakfast if possible. The expectation is that the girls room in the same hotel if possible.
· Team Flyers – Team will produce team flyers featuring all the players for distribution to college coaches. I will need the Registration Form to be fully completed for this to be an effective recruiting tool.
· Recruiting – We will need to discuss your expectations in regard to the type of college level, location and curriculum for your daughter. It is especially important to be realistic based on athletic, academic and testing performance as a measure for this process.
· On occasion, we will utilize professionals in various aspects of practice including trainers and coaches whose unique knowledge may better prepare our players.

