It’s already Next Year for Canada’s hockey’s heroes

As the summer s
take their bows, and championship hopefuls
are left reliving each fateful shortfall in

ration for Next Year.
ey, like their counterparts the winners,
also feel the anticipation of a fast approaching
Next Year of another kind, the winter sports
season.

In between they are able to smooth the tran-
sition with autumnal sport, the last breaths of
tennis and golf and the first hints of football.

Summer losers have a little more stake in
winter sports, a little more of a need to do
well, perform up to snuff, succeed. Summer
winners still bask in the warm glow of con-
gratulations, of back slapping, and smiles of
accomplishment.

In Canada one game defines us. Summer los-
ses and disappointments are swept away
when it looms in our lives. One game captures
the hearts of éven those who don’t play; hock-
ey. In this country when you say hockey, you
mean ice hockey, and woe to anyone who

By BRAD REAUME -

All hail the champions!

The Milton HIM Red Sox claimed
the Ontario Baseball Association
(OBA) Senior C Championship with
a 5-3 win over Ajax at Brian Best
Park on Monday afternoon.

The game was not without con-
troversy. In fact, according to Ajax,
most of the tournament was con-
troversial. A number of their players
were complaining about umpiring.

“l hate for it to sound like sour
grapes, which it does when you're in
the other team’s park,” said Pat
Roach, cocoach of the Ajax team.
“Even though they are OBA umpires
they're from the local area, they
know the guys, and even if they
aren’t biased it looks that way to
_ some of the guys.”

Milton took the short road to the
final, beating Nanticoke 50, Cree-
more 3-1, Ajax 7-5 and Kincardine
100 to take an undefeated record
into Monday’s showdown. In the
double-knockout tournament Ajax,
who also advanced to the final, had
to down Milton twice in order to
claim the title.

They almost did. In the opener a
ninth inning run, on a wild pitch by
Scott Gadd, gave Ajax a 6-5 lead and
half an inning later the game to force-
a second contest.

After scoring three in the first Ajax
managed to stay out in front until
Milton tied it at five in the home half
of the eighth on a Matt McCandless
sacrifice fly to centrefield, which
scored Sean Davidson.

season ends victors.

SAFE!
(right) line drive and
collision st first base.

After Ajax went down in the sixth
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doesn’t know that.

About now equipment is coming out of base-
ments and being assessed for the coming
season. Skates, shin pads, pants, and various
other accoutrements are carefully considered
with an eye on tastefulness, (ratty, washed out,
smelly things get the highest rltai:?), ability to
protect necessary body parts, cost of re-
placement.

Once our Canuck is satisfied with his rai-
ment he checks that last year’s time slot

(Tuesday’s at 2 am. right after the figure
skaters) is available (as yet unclaimed by
marauding pre-novices) and cajoles a number
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Red Sox win Ontario Senior ‘C’ championship
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of others into pining him in fighting over a
three-ounce lump of vulcanized rubber.

The buildings where these le gather are
s0 cold that one expects to h Scott
and his hearty companions buried in the pile
of Zambonied snow.

Participants moan and complain about the
cold, the lateness of the hour, or the smell of
somebody else’s equipment (despite the fact
that their’s is being cut up and sold as paint

;t_rriﬁsner).
they complain about it being over so
fast.

Mike Keenan, coach of the Chicago Black-
hawks and currently doubling as coach for
Team Canada in the upcoming Canada Cup,
has taken his 'team to a number of these
smalltown rinks prior to the tournament. He
makes no secret of trying to inspire his players
with their own memories of the sights and
smells of The Game that they grew so pas-
sionate about.

All the while, fans in smaller centres will get

You're the wnner when you buy from

HONDA
Power
Equipment

It's Time to Cash in on Honda Quality!

HONDA RIDERS FROM S2669° SALE PRICE

a taste of the big time. Keenan hopes
players will see themselves in the fans,
are watching their hockey heroes
same awe the players too would
shown not many years before.

Keenan hopes that the players will capture
some of the fans’ spirit, some of the emotion 8

and all of the uionthatphyinghckeyfmg
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Canada should bring anyone who's ever held

down the length of a frozen stream. _
These international tournaments have lost @
some pmtig in recent years because they can ©
no longer be painted as US against THEM, 3
versus evil, good ole <hugging &
nucks against the dark forces of communist_a
world domination. -
Gtill, the tournament is as close as it comes to §
a world championship of hockey, thanks to the
system adopted by the International lce Hock-
ey Federation, whose very name identifies it as

outside our mainstream.

LAWNMOWERS from $379
SALE PRICE

THE DEALERSMIP THAT CARES'
32 Bronte St 8784212

CHAMPIONSHIP
BOXSCORES

Final — First Game
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Photo by BRAD F

line for an insurance home run to

m-meﬂIMMMM(M)WMlMWI

after the ball In an effort to make the out,
iiton first baseman Rick McTrach contempiates the play in which an Ajax runner
scampered home from second while Wyzynski calls for time in order to clean himself off.

home plate umpire hovered over the

| was safe after the ensuing

LS
L4

Milton -pitcher George Moore
yielded to Gadd after giving up a
pair of singles with one out in the
ninth. Gadd struck out John Walsh
but walked Steve Wyzynski to load
the bases. Gadd’s wild
the shin pad of Milton catcher Doug
Dunn,  easily allowing Mark
Harmsivort to score the eventual
winning run.

In game two the visitors took a 3-0
" lead before Milton began to chip

* back with a run in the bottom of the

fifth. In a contest where 13 of 17
leadoff hitters reached base it was
obvious that three runs weren't
going to be enough to win. Milton
put their leadoff man on base in
seven of eight innings.

Charlie Hyatt reached base in the
fifth when Tim Roberts tried to score
from third with“no one out on a

round ball hit to the. Ajax third

man Wyzynski. The third sacker
fired to the plate and nailed Roberts
for the first out of the frame. Mc-
Candless tumed things back around
for the Red Sox when he doubled to
_left centre and drove in Hyatt from
“first.

pitch went off,

Davidson I&d off with a ground rule
double in the bottom of the inning. A
walk to designated hitter Doug Tim-
bers and a single by catcher Dunn
plus a stolen base and a wild pitch
meant Red Sox centrefielder Mario
Galvao and second baseman Tim
Roberts could score two runs with
sacrifice flies. The three-run inning
Paw the Red Sox a precarious 4-
ead.

It was then that controversy un-
folded. It wasn’t controversy be-
tween the teams, though there was
plenty of that at other times. In this
case it was between the umpires and
Ajax.

Ajax shortstop John Walsh reached
first in the top of the seventh on a
single, moved to second on a
sacrifice by Wysynski and to third on
a passed ball. Clean-up hitter David
Meredith hit a one-hopper to Rick

 McTrach at first base and Walsh

headed for the plate in a bid for the
tying run.

McTrach threw a perfect strike to
Dunn at the plate and Walsh came in
hard with a feet-first slide. Dust
obscured the close play, though the
ball had definitely beaten The

action, the dust cleared, and Dunn
ap to reach for the ball before
holding it up with his bare hand for
the umpire to see.

After the out call Ajax protested
vehemently, claiming the ball had
been momentarily knocked free.
Despite an appeal to the first base
umpire the decision stood, to Ajax
yet another injustice in a weekend of
close calls that had gohe against
them.

Later, Milton manager Glenn
Turner admitted the umpires had
made a mistake. But, he added, “ex-
cept for that they (Ajax) had nothing
to complain about.”

Creg McGauire, the first base coach
for Ajax at the time, said he could
clearly see the ball on the ground.
“The guys get down after bad calls
and every out counts in a close game
like this,” Roach said.

The game resumed after Sean
Davidson came in to pitch in place of
Moore. He gave up a single to Peter
Babiak before striking out Cerry
Brockman to end the inning. In the
bottom half of the frame, Sox
lead off hitter McCandless ripped a

Babiak offering down the rightfield

fashion the final 5-3 tally.

Ajax managed to put the first two
hitters on in the eighth but, with one
out, lan Fletcher hit into a double

lay to end the rally. Roberts tagged
reff Levy breaking from first and
threw to- McTrach at first for the
other out. Milton players acted as if
they had just won the game, which
thanks to a one, two, final in-
ni:lﬁ‘tlwy just about had.

“The first day we had a 13-inning
game and that used up a lot of
pitchers,” said Roach later. “We went
to the well one too many times and
couldn’t make up for it with our
bats. We just couldn’t get the clutch
hits.”

Roach said he knew it would be a
close game due to the 7-5 Milton win
and the 6-5 Ajax victory in previous
meetings between the teams, “I
would do hing the same way
again if 1 had the chance. We ex-

to be in the final and we'lkbe
k*" .

Roach said the difference was the
strong catching of Dunn for the Red
Sox. “He can hit and run as well as
play great defence. We have two

» See FINAL on page 20
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The Canadian Champion, Wednesday, Seplember 4, 1991—20
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LOBSTERFEST
SEPTEMBER 14

fpm. -1am.
DINNER & DANCE

13" p.p /25 ouple

COMMUNITY SPORTS CALENDAR

s ——— T W omE R e o

_'

THRUWAY
* MUFFLERCENTRE
WE HEAR YOU!

88 Ontario Bt

- -E-F-2-2-2=R=
D - OO0 O

o
—_) - - w

g —WwXowmX
m
CcCoDom

on® - ws

»
uﬂ ocooIornd

Hi

R — B3 B b D b D — —

i

-0 - O WO O - -y E:ﬂ
s

HHHHHLH&#‘

ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬁ.}ﬂﬂmi
00 =0 0O 00 00 = W

i

-1

]
s
2
£
£

=
[ =]
00 OO0 00 — - o

| | coco-mawsvo-n>
e~y CSoO0oODO0OO—-000o0 X

ik

Final had Its share of controversy

+ from RED SOX on page 19
catchers, one for defence and one for
offence, and it’s tough to choose.
Their guy does it all.”

happy Turner
Ltchin and defence for the first
ilton OBA championship since he
ned the team in 1977, Milton lost
in the 1987 OBA championship to
Simcoe.

“Last year we cleaned house after
our bad season and it takes time to
come together,” he said. “The gitch-
ing was there. The key was Paul
McCutcheon’s complete game in the
100 win over Kincardine. He said
his arm was sore but his perfor-
mance allowed us to save arms,
Davidson’s first pitch.in the tourna-
ment was here in the last game.”

Turner also gave credit to the in-
field, which played solidly despite
some mistakes in the first game of |
the doubleheader final. McTrach
especially excelled, di a num-

& &

ber of throws out of rt to get
key outs.

“Skip (McTrach) probably won't de
that again in the nex¢ millennium,” "Af
said Tumer. “Though it does show the tournament
what 20 years experience can do and
it instills a charge in the younger

gave credit to

—
RO SADD

aren't

and a half”

a big advantage.
“You sleep in your'\own bed and you
wandering ' around

town

|
:
£
g
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guys.”

-

mcmum

Turner acknowledged that hosting

trying to find the park or your hotel.
But t

SEAN DAVIDSON
“Closed the door”’

care of the demls and the gmunds

- >4
we couldn’t have done it

without the help of about two duz:en

down side is we had to take volunteers.”

= OPTIMIST CENTRE BANQUET HALL & LOUNGE

"Where Real People Meet"

SING-A-LONG

TUESDAY & THURSDAYS
8:30 TIL MIDNIGHT

A GROUP & HAVE SOME FUN! 5]
_ FOR A GREAT HALL, CALL 878-8411 CATERING & SET-UP FOR 75 fo 275

/,.p_

878-2341 o1

MValton Pro Spord

O HI\.!“' ! \.LI'I,"II'1_1:.t'

WE MOUNT

FIGURE SKATES

: The Ultimate Selection of
Patio & Casual Furmiture

COOKE'S CASUALS

100 Nipissing
(Behind Milton Mall)

At Hwy. 25 and Main St.

Milton

The

878-8819

HOME HANDYMAN

* Bathroom renovations
" Kitchen renovations
* imerior trim

* Recreation rooms

* Drywall & panelling

* Stair reling

" Suspended celings

" Interior paint B paper

" Replacement windows
by Vinyl Design

878-7036 For free estimates

Militown Tire
Service Ltd.

751 Sieeles Ave. E
Miton

878-6785

MILTON
BUILDERS
HARDWARE

"~ WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4th

Men's 3 Pitch

PLAYOFFS
at Brian Best Park

THURSDAY, SEPT. 5th

Men's 3 Pitch

PLAYOFFS
at Brian Best Park

FRIDAY, SEPT. 6th

Harness Racing

Mohawk Raceway
Post Time - 7:30 PM.
(Every Friday through Tuesday throughou! the Fall)

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7th

Racmsg
7:00 Flamboro Speedway

BILL CURRIE

;‘L
mmn—u—mn—n

388 Main SL E,
Mibon, Om. LT IP8 *
Office: 578-8101

//3090 ADAMS
8784787

J88A Main Si. Milton Omiario L9T IP3

Please Nole: At

878-9600

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8th
, Baseball 4
2:00 St. Catharines vs Milton Red Sox

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8th

Championship Day for Milton Girls' Softball
8:30 am Pee Wee Came to decide Consolation Game Team.
Halton Community Credit Union vs Undecided
9:30 am Squirt Consolation Game
National Life vs Farah Foods
10:00 am Bantam Consolation Game
Crecative Memorials vs Jackson's Barn
11:00 am Pee Wee Consélation Came
Teams Undggided
1:15 pm Ticket Draw
1:30 pm Squirt Championship Game
Milton Machine Shop vs Key Centres
2:00 pgn Pee Wee Championship Game
Knights of Columbus vs Undccided
2:30 pm Bantam Championship Came

Golden Criddle vs Kinsmen of Milton

present Lhree teams in Pee Division are sitting

with possible even records aller figpt round of playoffs and may _
have to play each other once more (0 finalize playolf picture.

-
dhe Champion
191 Main SLE.

< Milton
878-2341- sux 878-4943

OPE! 7 DAYS A WEEK TO SERVE YOU, THE PUBLIC

"KARAOKE"

ATTENTION ALL SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS!

To Place Your Upcom:ng Event Phone

W
Bruce Hood

Travel

878-2886

OPTICAL LAB

*For Fast Professional Service”
Hichael o Optical
878-0554

88 Main St. E., Milton

MERYS eiecrronics

T.V. & Video Repair & Sales
. MOVIBé& NINTENDO GAMES
ANTENNA & ROTOR INSTALLATIONS

8787776
Derry Centre N/E Comer Derry & Ontario




