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WakeCountyClubBaseballLeague
2020JuniorVarsityRulesandRegulations

LastRevisedFebruary28,2018

I.PlayerRequirements

A. Allplayersmustattendtherepresentedschool.Exception:Ifastudentattendsacharterschool
oraprivateschoolthatDOESNOThaveabaseballprogram,thatstudentwillbeallowedtotryout
andplayfor theteam thatistheirWakeCountyPublicSchoolSystem baseschoolassignment.A
clubteam canhaveatmost2playersontheirrosterfrom charter/privateschools.TheWCPSS
baseschoolassignment isdefinedbytheAddressLookupTool ontheWCPSSwebsite.There is
onlyonebaseschooldefinedperaddress.Ifthestudent'sbaseschoolassignmentdoesnothave
aclubbaseballprogram,thenthat studentisNOTeligibletoplayintheleague.Studentswill
not beabletochoosefrom thecalendaroptionschoolsorthemagnetoptionschoolsthatare
returnedbytheAddressLookupTool.Rostersthatincludecharter/privateschoolplayersmust
identifythoseplayers, listtheiraddressontherosterform, andprovideproofofresidency(e.g.a
utilitybill).

B. CareereligibilityintheWCCBLisdeterminedbythegradelevelreportedtotheleagueinthe
playersfirstyearofparticipationintheleague.Playersfirstreportedas6thgradersareeligibleto
participateintheleagueforaperiodofthree(3)consecutiveseasons.Playersfirstreportedas
7thgradersareeligibletoparticipateintheleagueforaperiodoftwo(2)consecutiveseasons.
Playersfirstreportedas8thgradersareeligibletoparticipateintheleagueforone(1)season.

C. PlayersonhomeschooledteamsmustresideinWakeCounty.

D. AllJVplayersmustbeinthe6thor7thgrade,andmustnotturn14onorbeforeAugust31ofthe
currentschoolyear.Gradelevelwillbedeterminedbylaststandardizedendofgradetest/exam
passed.

E. Aplayermusthaveaminimum 2.0GPAinfirstsemestertoparticipate.

F. Ifanineligibleplayerisusedforeitherone(1)atbatorone(1)defensiveout,thegamewillbe
forfeitedbytheteam inviolation.Theheadcoachwillbesuspendedfortwo(2)games.Asecond
infractionbythesameteam/coachwillresultinthecoach’ssuspensionfortherestofthat
season.Ifathirdinfractionoccursthepanelwillreservetherighttosuspendallleagueactivities
fortheentireteam thecurrentseasonaswellasfutureseasons.

G. Acompleterosterofplayersincludingname,dateofbirth,gradeanduniform #willbesubmitted
tothewebsiteadministratoratleastoneweekpriortothestartoftheregularseason.

H.Playersmaybeaddedtorostersforaperiodof14daysafterthefirstregularlyscheduledgame
oftheseason.Whenanupdatedrosterissubmittedtothewebsiteadministratorby6PM ona
givenday,thenewplayersareeligibletoplaythefollowingday.Whenanupdatedrosteris
submittedafter6PM onagivenday,thenewplayersareeligibletoplayonthesecondday
following.Thewebsiteadministratorwillconfirm tothecoachandtheboardthetimeof
submissionofupdatedrosters.

I. Anyplayerthatplaysonahighschoolteam isineligibletoplayintheWCCBL.

J. Playerslistedonaschool'sWCCBLvarsityrosterarenotpermittedtoplayfortheschool'sJV
team.

K. Ifavarsityteam isunabletofield9playerstostartagame,thevarsityteam maytemporarily"call
up"7thgradersfrom theJVteam inordertofieldateam ofnomorethan10playerstoplaythe
game.Thevarsityteam maynotcallupanymoreplayersthanthenumberneededtofieldateam
of10players.Thecoachmustinform theopposingcoachofthenamesofanyJVplayersthat
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werecalledupforthegame.

II.Rules

GameswillbeplayedutilizingtheNFHSRules(Availablehere)withthefollowingchangesand
clarificationstothespecificcitedrules:

Rule1:Thehometeam isresponsibleforpreparingfieldsandprovidinggamebaseballs.Theleague
willsupplyumpiresforallscheduledgames,includingmakeupgames.

Thehometeam isresponsibleforreportingthelinescoreontheleague’swebsite.Bothteams
areresponsibleforreportingthenumberofinningspitched,andthenumberofpitchesthrownfor
eachoftheirpitchersontheleague’sWebsite.Thescoreandpitchingstatsmustbereported
within3daysofthecompletionofthegame,orbeforethestartoftheirnextgame,whichever
occurssooner.Failuretosowillresultinthefollowingpenalties:

1. FirstOffense:Writtenwarningfrom theleague.
2. SecondOffense:Headcoachissuspendedforonegame.
3. ThirdandSubsequentOffenses:Unreportedgamewillbedeclaredaforfeitforthe

opponentANDthecoachwillbesuspendedforonegame.

Rule1-2-1:Thediamondshallbean80-footsquare.

Rule1-2-12:Thedistancebetweentheneareredgeofthepitcher’splateandthereartipofhome
plateshallbe54feet.

Rule1-3-1:BallsmusthaveanNFHSstamp.Hometeam willprovideatleastfour(4)gamebaseballs
tothecoaches/umpiremeetingheldathomeplateprevioustogamestart.Coachesandumpires
willconcuronuseofsuppliedbaseballs.

Rule1-3-4:Batswithbarrelsrangingfrom 2¼”to2¾”arepermitted.Allbatsmustbe-10dropor
heavier.Coachesshouldusebestjudgmentasrelatedtosizeandstrengthofeachindividual
player.

1. AdultBats(-3drop),musthaveaBBCORstamp(shownbelow)onthebarrelofthebat.

2. AnyotherbatmusthaveaUSSSA1.15BPFstamporthenewUSABatstamp(bothshown
below)onthebarrelofthebat.

BBCOR USSSA USABat

Rule1-5:Allplayersmustwearaprotectivecup.

Rule1-5-3:Allcatchersmustuseeitherathroatguardorahockeystylehelmet.

Rule1-5-4Penalty:Ifaplayerisfoundnottohavetherequiredprotectiveequipmentwhileplaying,
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theywillberemovedfrom theplayingfieldbytheumpiringcrewuntilequipmentcanbe
implemented.

Rule2-33-1:Speed-UpRule.Ateam at-batmayforegotheirremainingoutsinaninningbysimply
notifyingtheplateumpireoftheirintentiontodosoduringanydeadball.Foreachoutthatis
surrendered,thenextbatterinthelineupisrecordedasastrikeout.Uponnotification,thehalf
inningisimmediatelyover,thedefensiveteam leavesthefield,andtheteam at-battakesthe
field.

CaseExample

I. Inthetopofthe7thinning,with12minutesremainingbeforeadropdeadstopinplay,andthe
gametied1-1,theleadoffhitter(batting4thinthelineup)hitsahomerun,givingtheaway
team a2-1lead.Inanattempttosecureawinbycompletingthe7thinningbeforethedrop
deadstop,thecoachoftheteam at-batnotifiestheumpirethathewishestoforegohis3
remainingouts.The5th,6th,and7thbattersinthelineuparerecordedasstrikeouts,andthe
gameentersthebottom ofthe7thinning.

Rule3:Alleligibleplayersmustplay2defensiveinningsandhaveatleastoneplateappearance.
EXCEPTION:Disciplinecasesarenotsubjecttothisrule.

Rule3:Onceapitcherisremovedfrom themound,hemaynotreturntothemoundinthatgame.

Rule3-1-2:Whenapitcherisreplacedonafieldthatusesportablemounds,andbanstheuseof
cleatsonthosemounds,teamsmay(butarenotrequiredto)useafreesubstitutionsoasnotto
delaythegame.Ifthereplacementpitcherisplayinganotherpositionondefense,hemaybe
substitutedfor,andthegameallowedtocontinuewhilethereplacementpitcherchangesshoes.
Thesubstitutionisafreesubstitutionandwillnotcountintheenforcementofthesubstitution
rules.Iftheoriginalpitcherpitchestomorethan2battersbeforebeingreplacedbythe
replacementpitcher,thefreesubstitutionshallreverttoaregularsubstitution,subjecttoall
substitutionrules.

Rule3-1-3:Playersmaybesubstitutedfreelyondefense,butthebattingordermustbemaintained
throughoutthegame.Pitchers,onceremoved,maynotpitchagaininthatgame.

Rule3-1-4:Duetothecontinuousbattingorder,thereisnodesignatedhitter.

Rule3-2:Onlyonecoachmaybeoutsidethedugoutandonthefieldatanygiventimewhentheball
isinplay.Firstandthirdbasecoachesareexcludedwhentheirteam isonoffense.Onlyhead
coachesmayapproachtheumpiretodiscussagamesituation.

Rule3-3:Anycoachorplayerejectedfrom agameissuspendedfortheremainderofthatgameas
wellasthenexttwogames.Emailand/orphonenotificationmustbemadetoyourdivisionalrep.
within24hrsofgame’sendbybothcoachesandbothumpires.Allejectionsmaybeappealedto
thepanel.Toappealanejection,notifyyourdivisionrepwithin24hoursofgame’send.Ifan
ejectionisappealed,thetwogamesuspensionisdeferredwhilethepanelconsidersthereports
oftheumpiresandcoaches.Thepanelmayvotetoreaffirm thesuspension,reducethe
suspensiontoonegame,oreliminatethesuspensionalltogether.Therulingofthepanelisfinal.

Rule3-3-1p:Tobaccoproductsofanykindarestrictlyprohibitedfrom thefieldsordugouts.No
exceptions!Firstoffenseisejectionandimmediateremovalfrom premises.Secondoffenseis
seasonsuspensionandteam forfeitureofcurrentgame!

Rule3-4-1:Thechargedconferencesruleisrewrittentoread:Eachteam,whenondefense,maybe
grantednotmorethanonechargedconferenceperpitcherperinningwithoutpenalty,topermit
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coachesortheirnon-playingrepresentativestoconferwithadefensiveplayerorplayers.A
requestfortimeforthispurposeshallbemadebyacoach,player,substituteorattendant.Time
grantedforanobviouslyincapacitatedplayershallnotconstituteachargedconference.
PENALTY:Forasecondconferenceinthesameinningwhilethesamepitcherisonthemound,
thepitchershallberemovedimmediately.

Rule4:Allgamesthatarepostponedmustberescheduledbytheleague’sScheduleCoordinatorand
reportedtotheleague’sWebsiteAdministrator.

Rule4-1-1:TheFieldAdministratorshalldecidewhetherthegroundsandotherconditionsare
suitableforstartingthegame.IfnoFieldAdministratorisavailable,thedeterminationshallbe
madebythehometeam coach.Afterthegamestarts,theumpiresaresolejudgesastowhether
conditionsarefitforplay,unlessthegameisstoppedearlierbytheFieldAdministrator.Ifagame
isnotstarted,umpiresarepaid1/2oftheirfee.Onceagameisstarted,theumpiresretaintheir
fullfee.

Rule4-1-3:Eachteam mustbeginthegamewithaminimum ofeight(8)players.

Rule4-2-1:Aregulationgameconsistsof7inningsoruntilatimelimitisreached.Nonewinning

shallbeginafter1hour,50minutesofplay,andwillenteradropdeadstateafterexactly2hours

ofplay.SeeRule4-2-4forcompletionofgameinadropdeadstate.

Exception1:Therearenotimelimitsforgamesathighschoolfields(unlessagreedtopregame)

oratUSABaseball.

Exception2:Gamesthataresuspended,thenresumedafterabriefweatherdelaymaywaivethe

nonewinninglimitandplayuntilthedropdeadtime,whereuponcoachesmustchooseto

resumethegameatalaterdateunderRule4-2-3,orenterthedropdeadstateunderRule4-2-4.

Rule4-2-2:The10runruleisadopted(10runleadafter4½or5innings).Inaneffortformoreplaying
time,playmaycontinuetocompletionasdefinedinRule4-2-1,butthewinnerisdeterminedat
thetimeoftheinvocationoftherule.

Ifthegameremainstiedafterthecompletionofnine(9)innings,thefollowingprocedureswillbe
implementedduringextrainnings(“internationalrules”):

a. Eachteam willbeginthe10thinning(andanysubsequentnecessaryextrainnings)witha
playeronfirstandsecond,noouts.

b. Tobeginthe10thinning,representativesfrom eachteam willmeetathomeplateandwill
indicate(atthesametime)tothehomeplateumpirewheretheteam wishestobeginthe
battingorder.Thatis,theteamshavetheoptionofbeginningthe10thinninganywhereinthe
existingbattingorderthatwasineffectwhenthe9thinningended.Notethatthisisnotanew
lineup(justpotentiallyadifferentorder),anditmayverywellbethesamelineupthatended
the9thinning.Therationalefordoingsoistoensurethatbothteamshaveanequalchance
athavingwhattheyconsidertobetheirbesthittersandbaserunnersinapositiontoscorein
the10thinning.

c. Forexample,iftheteam decidestohavethe#8hitterinthelineuphitfirst,thenthe#6hitter
willbeplacedat2Bandthe#7hitterwillbeplacedat1B.Furthermore,iftheteam decidesto
havethe#3hitterinthelineuphitfirst,thenthe#1hitterwouldbeat2Bandthe#2hitter
wouldbeat1B.

d. Oncethoseplayers/runnersaredeterminedforthe10thinning,theorderofanysubsequent
inningswillbedeterminedbyhowthepreviousinningended.Thatis,ifthe10thinningends
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withthe#6hitterhavingthelastplateappearance(PA),thenthe11thinningbeginsthe#7
hitteratbat,andthe#5hitterat2Bandthe#6hitteratfirstbase.

e. Withtheexceptionofbeginningtheinningwithrunnerson1Band2Bwithnooneout,all
otherruleswillremainineffectduringextrainningsrequiredtodetermineawinner.

f. Noplayerre-entryispermittedduringtiebreakerinnings.

Rule4-2-3:Anon-regulationgamesuspendedforanyreason(weather,lightfailure,etc)maybe
completedatalaterdateuponmutualagreementofthetwoteams,butmustbecontinuedfrom
thepointofsuspensionwiththesamebattingorderandlineupasthemomentofsuspensionas
ifthegamehadneverstopped.Pitcherswhohadpitchedinthegamepriortosuspensionmay
nottakethemoundagain,andthepitcherofrecordislimitedtothepitchcountlimitationsas
definedinrule6-1-6.Notethatpitchersarestillsubjecttotheirmandatoryrestlimits,suchthatif
atthetimeofthecontinuation,thepitcherofrecordiswithinamandatoryrestperiodbasedon
hismostrecentappearanceonthemound,hemustbereplacedupontheresumptionofthe
game.

Ifthetwoteamscannotagreeonwhetherornottoresumeasuspendedgame,thenthegameis
resolvedasfollows:

a. If4innings(3½withhometeam ahead)havebeenplayed,thegameisofficial.

b. Theteam thatisbehindmayconcedethegametotheteam thatisahead.

c. Iflessthan4innings(3½withhometeam ahead)havebeenplayed,andtheteam thatis
behinddoesnotconcede,thenthepanelwillmakethefinaldecisiononif/howto
proceed.

Rule4-2-4:Whenagameentersadropdeadstate,thecurrentbatterisallowedtofinishhisatbatif:

a. hehasalreadybegunhisat-bat(i.e.thecountisanythingotherthan0-0),AND

b. hisat-batcouldhaveaneffectontheoutcomeofthegame.Anat-batcanaffecttheoutcome
ofagameif:

i. thecurrentbatterisamemberofthehometeam,thehometeam istiedorbehind,and
thetying/winningrunisonbaseoratbat,OR

ii. thecurrentbatterisamemberofthehometeam,theroadteam tiedthegameortook
theleadinthetophalfoftheinning,andthecurrentbatteristhepotentialthirdout.

Ifthecurrentbatterisallowedtofinishhisat-bat,thegameiscalleduponthecompletionofthe
at-bat;otherwisethegameiscalledimmediatelyuponenteringthedropdeadstate.

Theawayteam cannotgainanadvantageinagamethatendsinapartiallycompletedinning.If
theawayteam hasgainedanadvantage(wentfrom trailingtotied/leadingduringthepartially
completedinning,orwentfrom tiedtoleadingduringthepartiallycompletedinning),thefinal
scoreisreportedasthescoreattheendoftheLastCompletedInning.Whenpitchingstatsare
reportedasoftheLastCompletedInning,coachesshouldbeawareofanyunreportedpitching
statistics,andusesoundjudgmenttoprotectarmsfrom injury.

Gamesthatenteradropdeadstateareconsideredcompleteandregulationwhencalled,evenif
lessthanfiveinningshavebeenplayed,unlessthegamewassuspendedunderRule4-2-3and
coachesmutuallyagreetocompletethegameatalaterdate.

Rule6-1-6:Nopitchermaythrowmorethaneighty-five(85)pitchesinonegame.Apitchermay
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completetheplateappearanceinwhichhis85thpitchoccurs.Amandatoryrestperiodisimposed
basedonthenumberofpitchesthrowninagame.

PitchesThrown RequiredRest
CalendarDays

20orless 0days
21–35 1day
36–50 2days
51–65 3days

66+ 4days

NotethattheRequiredRestPeriodiscalculatedinCalendarDays,not24hourperiods.Therest
periodbeginsatmidnightofthedayonwhichtheplayerlastpitched,andconcludesatmidnight
followingtherequirednumberofcalendardays.

Eachteam isresponsibleformaintainingthepitchcountsoftheirownpitcher.Teamsare
encouragedtomaintainapitchcountofopposingpitchers,buttheofficialcountistheone
maintainedbythepitcher'sownteam.Scorekeepersfrom eachteam shouldperiodicallycheck
witheachothertoverifythattheirpitchcountsareinsyncwitheachother–especiallyasany
pitchernearsthepitchlimit.Ifapitcherthrowsonepitchtoanewbatterafterreachinghispitch
limit,thenheisinviolationoftheRule6-1-6.UpondiscoveryofanyviolationoftheRule6-1-6by
eithercoach,thepitchershallimmediatelybereplaced,i.e.hecannotcompletetheplate
appearanceofthecurrentbatter.Theresultingpenaltyshallbeaonegamesuspensionofthe
headcoach,ANDthepitcherisnoteligibletopitchinthenextgameinwhichhewouldnormally
beeligibletopitch.Notethatapostponedorcanceledgamecannotsavethecoach/playerfrom
servingapenaltyimposedbytheviolationofRule6-1-6.

CaseExamples

I. Player(X)throws50pitchesinagamestartingat9:00am onSaturday,andrequires2
daysofrest.HisrestdaysareSundayandMonday,sohecannotpitchagainuntil
Tuesday.

II. Ateam hasgamesscheduledonthefollowingdates:April1,April3,April5,April12,and
April14.InthegameonApril1,Player(X)throws85pitches,andcontinuesontopitchto
newbattersfollowinghis85thpitch,andisinviolationofRule6-1-6.Theheadcoachis
suspendedforthegameonApril3.Becauseofthemandatoryrestperiodrequiredfor
throwing66+pitches,Player(X)isnoteligibletopitchinthegamesonApril3andApril5.
HewouldnormallyregainhiseligibilityforthegameonApril12;however,becauseofthe
penaltyimposedfortheviolationofRule6-1-6,thepitcherisnoteligibletopitchonApril
12,anddoesnotbecomeeligibletopitchuntilthegameonApril14.

Rule6-2-4:Eachpitchershallbegivenonebalkwarningpergameandinstructedastohisinfraction.
Eachsubsequentbalkbythesamepitcherfortherestofthegamewillbeabalkandtherunners
shalladvance.

CaseExample:

Pitcher(X)startsthegame.Inthe2ndinninghebalks.Theumpireswillcallabalkandgive
pitcher(X)awarningandinstructiononwhathedidwrong.Playresumeswithnorunners
advancing.Inthe3rdinningthesamepitcher(X)balksforthesecondtime.Abalkviolationis
thencalledandhereceivesinstructionandallrunnersadvanceonebase.From thesecond
violationforward,thenormalbalkrulewillbeappliedforPitcher(X).Pitcher(Z)relieves(X)inthe
thirdinning.Hebalks.Pitcher(Z)getsthebenefitofawarningandinstructionwithnorunner
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advancement.Inthe5thinninghebalksforthesecondtime.Hethengetsinstructionandtherule
appliesasitiswrittenwiththebaserunnersadvancing.

Rule7-1-1:Alleligibleplayersoneachteam shallbeincludedinthebattingorderandshallbatintheir
turn(continuousbattingorder).Ifaplayerbecomesinjuredandisunabletobatbecauseofhis
injury,orifaplayerleavesthegameearlyforanyreasonotherthananejection,thenext
scheduledbatterbatswithoutpenalty.Ifaplayerisejected,theplayermaynolongerbat,andan
outshallbecalledeachtimethatplayerisscheduledtobat.

Rule7-3-6:Ifawholebatisthrownandhitsanyotherplayer,coach,umpireorspectator,theballis
deadimmediately,thebatterisoutandtherunnersreturn.Thebatterisautomaticallyejectedand
suspendedforone(1)game.Battersmustcontroltheirbats.

Rule10-1-1:Two(2)umpiresarepreferredforeachgame.One(1)umpiremaybeusedupon
agreementbybothteams.

TheleagueadoptstheNFHSCourtesyRunnerRules,modifiedasfollows:

a. Atanytime,theteam atbatmayusecourtesyrunnersforthepitcherand/orthecatcherof
record,i.e.thelastpitcherorcatchertoplaydefense.Inthetophalfofthefirstinning,
courtesyrunnersmaybeusedforthepitcherorcatcherthatstartsinthebottom halfofthe
firstinning.CourtesyrunnersMUSTbeusedforthecatcherwithtwoouts.

b. Neitherthepitchernorthecatcherwillberequiredtoleavethegameundersuch
circumstances.

c. Theplayermakingthelastoutpreviousto,orduring,theplateappearanceofthe
pitcher/catchershallbeavailableasacourtesyrunner.Inthecaseofadoubleplayorother
multipleoutscenario,theplayerputoutlastshallbetheavailablecourtesyrunner.

d. Aplayerwhoviolatesthecourtesy-runnerruleisconsideredtobeanillegalsubstitute.Should
aninjury,illnessorejectionoccurtothecourtesyrunner,theplayermakingtheoutprevious
totheremovedcourtesyrunnershallbecomethecourtesyrunnerforthepitcherorcatcher.


