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PLAYER NAME:___________________________________________#_____
· Team Mission: 

Develop the Newtown High School Ice Hockey program to the highest level to which others will look up to as an exemplary model.  In order for the program to accomplish this goal; players, coaches and parents need to be committed to achieving this mission.  When a student athlete decides to be a part of a team, they are agreeing to do the best they can to achieve a level of excellence in all areas.  It is important to understand these requirements and guidelines, and adhere to them from the time of signing this form until you are no longer a part of the ice hockey program.  We are setting a standard of excellence, one that every person who encounters our hockey program will easily recognize and respect.

· Commitment: 

Each player who makes the team is expected to attend all practices, training, meetings, and games including those scheduled during vacation periods.  The following consequences will be issued by the coaching staff if a player is considered unexcused and not committed to the hockey team:

· 1st Offense:   Player will not dress for a game, but required to be in attendance at game with team.
· 2nd Offense:  Player will not dress for a second game, and have a meeting with coaches to discuss issue and future on team.   

· 3rd Offense:  Player will be dismissed from the team.

The following will constitute an excused absence: 

· extra help at school,  illness, injury, or  family emergency

RELAYING A MESSAGE THROUGH ANOTHER PLAYER TO THE COACH IS NOT AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF NOTIFYING A COACH OF YOUR ABSENCE.  A phone call/or text must be made to Coach Esposito (203) 470-3984 or an email to espositop@newtown.k12.ct.us  if they will not be attending practice or games.  Please notify the coaches as soon as possible so they can plan accordingly ie. First thing in the morning
· Preparation:

All players will report to the practices and games on time fully prepared to participate i.e.: practice jersey, all equipment, mentally and physically prepared. If a player is waiting for a piece of forgotten equipment to arrive they are not thinking about the game.  Skates should be sharpened in advance of game day by someone trustworthy.  Helmets should be periodically checked for loose screws etc…

Players are to arrive at least 60 minutes prior to start of all home games.  Players are to follow the nutritional guidelines set forth by the coaching staff.  Players who come onto the ice after practice starts, unless cleared with coach in advance, will be not be allowed to practice and will be required to remain on the bench for the practice.  If a practice is scheduled to start at 4:00 players should be on the bench at 3:55.
· Team Selection Process:

The coaches will be selecting players for the varsity game roster who they feel are capable of playing ice hockey at the varsity level based on their skill and effort during the weeks practices (see description below).  

No roster spots are guaranteed during the season.  The coaching staff will also determine an appropriate level; (Varsity/Junior Varsity) considering the student/athletes safety, in order to maximize a player’s experience.

· Levels of Play:  refer to Newtown High School Athletic Folder 
· Driving:

The undersigned player and parent hereby agree that players are never to drive themselves or team mates to any facility.

A Parent must drive the player to and from their home to the Danbury Ice Arena for all games (home and away) and practices that don’t require a bus. Under special circumstances, a player may ride to and from an away game not at Danbury Ice Arena with their parent (s).  A letter must be given to the coaches and to the high school athletic director 24 hours in advance of the game day, signed by the parents and stating why the player will not be riding the bus with the team.  Prior to leaving an away game a player must check in with a coach with their parent.  The coaching staff expects all players to ride the bus with the team.  If a parent cannot drive, it is the player/parents responsibility to carpool with another parent. No older siblings, college students, or anyone under the age of thirty (30) years will be considered a responsible substitute for the parent.  If a player is found to have violated the NO DRIVING RULE, it is understood and agreed that the player will be immediately dismissed from the team without any refund of monies paid.

· Practice Bus:

Each player is to act appropriately to and from the Danbury Arena.  If a player is not acting appropriately on the bus there will be consequences (see above) issued by the coaching staff (up to dismissal from the team), and in severe cases consequences from the school administration.  All players are to be respectful of bus drivers and remain seated and quiet during the rides.
· Dress Code:

Players are required to wear dress pants, belt, button-down collar shirts, tie, team jacket, and dress shoes to all games. Warm up gear should be packed in hockey bags for games i.e. shorts, sweatshirt, sneakers.  Players arriving to any game not dressed according to code will be issued a consequence.  1st offense will be sitting out a period. 2nd offense will start with the consequences from list on page 1. 
· Majors/Misconduct Penalties:

Players receiving a major or misconduct during a game will be issued a consequence in accordance with the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference rules.  The coaching staff at their discretion may issue additional consequences. Consequences will be varied (see page 1) including possible dismissal from the team for the remainder of the season in severe cases:  i.e. fighting, intent to injure etc…

· Officials:

There will be no talking or complaining to the officials.  The captains are the only players allowed to talk to the officials and only at the coach’s direction.  

· Game Buses:  

All players are to ride the bus with the coaches to and from all away games.  All players will report 20 minutes before departure time.  Loading of equipment and boarding the bus will be done in an orderly fashion.  Under special circumstances, a player may ride to and from an away game not at Danbury Ice Arena with their parent (s).  A typed letter with signature must be given to the coaches and to the high school athletic director 24 hours in advance of game day, signed by the parents and stating why the player will not be riding the bus with the team. In this case the player together with the parent must check in with a coach prior to departure.  

· Equipment:  

Players will be responsible for team issued equipment (shells, game jerseys, practice jerseys, helmets).  Players will pay for all lost, stolen, or deliberately damaged equipment.  

· Bench and Locker Room Area:  

The bench and locker room area are for players, coaches, trainers and managers ONLY.  Family, friends, and alumni are not permitted in this area.  All players are to be fully dressed (helmets excluded) 10 MINUTES BEFORE GAME TIME.  Music should be turned off when coaches enter room.

· Eligibility Policy:
*See Newtown High School Athletic Folder Guidelines
The coaching staff will require printed reports throughout the season from PowerSchool or periodically check student athlete’s progress at additional times through the school to ensure ACADEMICS are the PRIORITY.
· Internet/Mobile Communication:

Anything a player posts on an internet page (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Youtube etc.) is public information.  Players are encouraged to use these mediums responsibly.  The coaching staff and the school administration will monitor at their discretion.  Additionally information will be posted on TWITTER @NHSICEHOCKEY.
· Miscellaneous:

Players are expected to be respectful, honest, and trustworthy representatives for Newtown High School Hockey at all times.  (Please note S.W.C. Code of Conduct in Newtown High School Athletic Folder)  Most importantly student/athletes are to act dignified in the classroom.

Players will not allow themselves or their teammates to partake in any activity that may be harmful to themselves, their family, or their teammates. These guidelines can be amended during the season.  All team members will be informed as amendments are made.  Players and Parents can view Guidelines, Schedules, and Team information etc on the team website: www.newtownhockey.com
(By signing below parents and players are acknowledging an understanding and will comply with the team guidelines, driving agreement.)

Player Signature_________________________________________

Parent Guardian Signature_________________________________

Date:__________________________________________________
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