US Lacrosse All American Selection Process for the State of Michigan-2014
 
US Lacrosse is the organization that recognizes and provides high school recognition for All American.   The number of All American recipients for the State of Michigan is determined by the number of programs registered to play in the MHSAA tournament. The 2014 allotment, based on 110 teams, is 22 Field All Americans and 11 Academic All Americans. The processes for each are listed below.
FIELD ALL AMERICAN PROCESS

 
Field All American Candidates are taken from the nominations of their respective coaches.  All Field All American nominations must be received utilizing the MHSLCA All State Nomination Form.  The final ballot for All American voting will be assembled by a panel of MHSLCA and US Lacrosse registered/paid coaches.  The panel will have members of the MHSLCA Executive Board, Michigan HS Coaches from each MHSAA Region, and a few at large representatives.  Each panel member will be invited before the beginning of the HS season and, if accepted, they will be asked to make every effort to see as many games as possible during the season.  This geographic representation gives All American Candidates a better chance of being seen by panel members and improves the chances of the final ballot of players presented to the MHSLCA membership to be the best that Michigan has to offer.
To have a player considered for inclusion on the All American Ballot, the following criteria must be met: 

· All candidates must be from a program that has paid their MHSLCA dues by 5/1. 
· Candidates can be of any year in their HS career, but must be Varsity players.

· Candidates do NOT have to be US Lacrosse members, but are encouraged to consider joining the organization.

· Candidates may be nominated for All American by coaches other than their own, as long as the nomination comes through the other coach’s All State nominations- within the context of the All-State Selection Process.

· All returning All Americans will be considered for inclusion on the ballot.  This consideration is NOT a guarantee that they will be placed on the ballot.  It only guarantees that previous winners will be considered by the panel, irrespective of their current year All State honor.
· Players must have earned 1st Team All State as a Goalie, Defenseman, Midfielder, or Attackman.  No ‘Special Teams’, like FOGO or LSM, will be considered.  For special teams players to earn All American consideration, they must earn 1st team All State in a category mentioned above. This is consistent with the mission of US Lacrosse and their desire to have a faster game with more 2 way players. Important note: US Lacrosse does not regulate the All-State Selection process but works collaboratively with MHSLCA to coordinate the candidates for All American consideration. 
· Be a player who represents their school and the game of lacrosse with integrity and character.  This representation should consider both on and off field conduct.
· Should be a dominant player within the team’s league, conference, regional tournament and regular season play.  Coaches, please consider that the candidate should not be simply the best player on your team.  They must be a dominant player who would be recognized as such by opposing coaches.
Ballot Preparation for MHSLCA Voting for Field All Americans
· Once the All State Selections are made the Chair of the All-State Selection Committee will submit the names to the US Lacrosse Area Rep.  
· The Area Rep will forward the lists of all 1st Team All State selections to members of the All American Ballot Selection Committee for review.  The committee will have an opportunity to review the candidates and reserves the right to add, after discussion, other players that may have, for whatever reason, slipped through the cracks of the All State process or had fallen down to 2nd Team Status.  Though we anticipate this as being rare, we understand that all Honor Team selection processes are imperfect.
· At a time predetermined, the All American Ballot Selection Committee will convene via a conference call or webinar and develop a ballot of 30-35 names from the pool of available candidates.  Head Coaches of players placed on the final ballot will be notified via the email on their All State Nomination form.  The purpose of the early contact is to ensure that every coach with a player on the ballot has the opportunity to attend the year end meeting and promote their player to the voting members present.
· Each coach, or proxy for a coach, will have 1 minute to speak on behalf of their player in front of the MHSLCA membership at the year-end meeting; additional time will be granted for other members to speak on behalf that player.  Because of the enormity of this process, the Area Rep will place constraints on the time devoted to each nominee.
· At the conclusion of all the nominee discussions, a vote will be taken by all Head Coaches.  Please be mindful of the following: 

· Only paid Head Coaches can vote for US Lacrosse All American.
· You must be in attendance to vote.  No proxy votes are allowed for the US Lacrosse awards.
· The nominee that a voting member believes the most deserving will receive a vote of 22 points, 2nd most deserving will receive 21 points, etc.  

· The top 22 point totals of the 30-35 ballot nominees will be awarded the designation of Field All American

· The nominee with the highest point total will be given the Chuck Vorce Award (Michigan Player of the Year- a MHSLCA Award)

· The SENIOR with the highest aggregate point total will be awarded the US Lacrosse Bob Scott Award (est. 2012).  The Bob Scott Award winner will have their name entered into a pool of other US Lacrosse Area Bob Scott Award Winners for consideration for National Player of the Year.
ACADEMIC ALL AMERICAN PROCESS

For the process of nominating for ACADEMIC All American, please see the link on the website.  The Academic All American process is highly involved and mandates that all those considered have their submissions met by hard deadlines.  The chair of the Academic All American process is Mike Jolly.  Please direct any questions about the Academic All American process to him at: 
dslathletics@aol.com
ANY PLAYER EARNING BOTH FIELD AND ACADEMIC ALL AMERICAN STATUS WILL NEED TO CHOOSE WHICH DESIGNATION THEY PREFER.  Coaches that have players that are candidates for both awards will be contacted in advance of the year-end MHSLCA meeting in order for them to discuss with the player which award they prefer. A player can NOT earn both Academic and Field All American Status in the same year.

Finally, for the players selected for Field All American and Academic All American, two certificates from US Lacrosse will be provided.  One is for the player to keep and the other is to be displayed by the school he represented.  No certificates will be distributed at the meeting.  After the winners are determined, the US Lacrosse Area Rep will print the certificates and mail a copy to the player and a copy to the school.  No exceptions to this will be allowed.  
 
