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2019 National High School Athletic Coaches Association  
 Coach of the Year Finalist 

These Six individuals will be honored as NHSACA coach of the year finals and will have the opportunity to be selected as National 

COTY.   

The National High School Athletic Coaches Association the professional organization of school coaches and athletic directors, 

(NHSACA) will selected one of eight national finalists for Coach of the Year.  

The award will be presented June 23rd-26th at the Ramkota, in Bismarck, North Dakota , at the NHSACA Annual Conference in which 

over 500 coaches and athletic directors will participate. 

John Cunningham-Canton and Steve Spicer of Folwer, two legendary Michigan high school 

coaches, will be inducted into the National High School Athletic Coaches Associa-

tion (NHSACA) Hall of Fame June 25, 2019 in Bismarck, North Dakota. 

The NHSACA, the professional organization of school coaches and athletic directors, will induct 

Coach Cunningham and Coach Spicer, who will be represented by his family, along with deserv-

ing coaches from other NHSACA member states.  

The award will be presented June 25th as part of the NHSACA annual conference which takes 

place June 23rd-26th at the NHSACA Annual Conference in which over 500 coaches an athletic 

directors will participate. 

Marc Hage Athletic Director Livonia Churchill High School 

Dan Griesbaum Baseball Grosse Pointe South 

David Emeott Boys Track & Field East Kentwood 

Tim Simpson Girls Cross Country Lansing Catholic High School 

Leon Braisted III Golf Marian High School 

Betty Wroubel Volleyball Notre Dame Preparatory School 

Few coaches in the history of 

coaching Michigan prep football 

have accomplished what Steve 

Spicer did at Fowler High School.   

His career was cut short due to an 

untimely illness and death, howev-

er, his impact on the students and 

community of Fowler will last for 

generations.  

In his twenty five year career of 

coaching the Fowler Eagles, Ste-

ve's teams compiled a record of 

201 wins and 49 losses.  They won 

12 conference championships and 

appeared 4 times in the Silverdome 

to play for the state championship 

and won 2 times.  The Fowler 

Eagles earned a spot in the football 

playoffs 13 times under Spicer's 

leadership. He compiled a record of 

167 win and 53 losses in coaching 

JV basketball and earned 63 wins 

and 38 losses in coaching base-

ball.  He was named the Regional 

Coach of the Year or State Coach 

of the Year in 16 different 

years. 

 

Steve was inducted into the 

MHSFCA Hall of Fame in 

1988.  In 1997, the football 

field at Fowler High School 

was named "Spicer Field". 

Now Coach Spicer will be 

Michigan Newest National 

High School Athletic Coaches 

Associations Hall of Inducted 

posthumously.  

 

Steve and his wife Becky 

have three children: Tammy, 

Tricia and Michael. 

John is a graduate 
of the University of 
Michigan and while 
attending U of M 
John competed on 
the gymnastics 
team.  After gradua-
tion John taught and 
coached at Plym-
outh High from 1968
-1972, and started at 
Plymouth Canton in 

1972 and is still actively coach-
ing.  During his 51 years of coaching, 
John's gymnastics teams have been 
on an incredible streak of success 
having placed first or second in the 
Michigan High School Athletic Asso-
ciation state finals five times. He also 
has coached 12 individual state 
champions.  

John has been named the Gymnas-
tics Coach of the Year 4 times.  He 
was honored as the National Region-
al Coach of the Year by the NHSACA 
in 1999 and National Coach of the 
Year in 2016.    

John has also served as the Gym-
nastic Representative and President 
of the Michigan High School Coach-
es Association. 

John and his wife Sally three children 
Eric, Adam and Ryan  
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Three Michigan Coaches have been 

named National Federation Coach of 

the Year. 

Mr. Leon Braisted III Golf Coach at 

Birming-

ham,  

 

 

Mr. Terry Schwartzkopf, Tennis 

Coach at Midland H.H. Dow High 

School, 

 

  

 

and Ms. Betty Wroubel, Volleyball 

Coach at Pontic Norte Dame Prep,  

 

 

 

 

 

are national top coaches. 

Twenty-three high school coaches 

from across the country have been 

selected as 2018 National Coaches 

of the Year by the National Federa-

tion of State High School Associa-

tions (NFHS) Coaches Association. 

 The NFHS, which has been recog-

nizing coaches through an awards 

program since 1982, honors coach-

es in the top 10 girls sports and top 

10 boys sports (by participation 

numbers), and in two “other” sports 

– one for boys and one for girls – 

that are not included in the top 10 

listings. The NFHS also recognizes 

a spirit coach as a separate award 

category. Winners of NFHS awards 

must be active coaches during the 

year for which they receive their 

award. This year’s awards 

recognize coaches for the 2018-

19 school year. 

The NFHS has a contact in 

each state who is responsible 

for selecting deserving coach 

award recipients. This person 

often works with the state 

coaches’ association in his or 

her respective state. He or she 

contacts the potential state 

award recipients to complete a 

coach profile form that requests 

information regarding the 

coach’s record, membership in 

and affiliation with coaching and 

other professional organiza-

tions, involvement with other 

school and community activities 

and programs, and coaching 

philosophy. To be approved as 

an award recipient and consid-

ered for sectional and national 

coach of the year consideration, 

this profile form must be com-

pleted by the coach or designee 

and then approved by the 

executive director (or designee) 

of the state athletic/activities 

association. 

The next award level after 

state coach of the year is 

sectional coach of the year. 

The NFHS is divided into 

eight geographical sections. 

They are as follows: Section 

1 – Northeast (CT, ME, MA, 

NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT); Section 

2 – Mideast (DE, DC, KY, 

MD, OH, PA, VA, WV); Sec-

tion 3 – South (AL, FL, GA, 

LA, MS, NC, SC, TN); Sec-

tion 4 – Central (IL, IN, IA, MI, 

WI); Section 5 – Midwest (KS, 

MN, MO, NE, ND, SD); Sec-

tion 6 – Southwest (AR, CO, 

NM, OK, TX); Section 7 – 

West (AZ, CA, HI, NV, UT); 

and Section 8 – Northwest 

(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY). 

The NFHS Coaches Associa-

tion has an advisory commit-

tee composed of a chair and 

eight sectional representa-

tives. The sectional commit-

tee representatives evaluate 

the state award recipients 

from the states in their re-

spective sections and select the 

best candidates for the sectional 

award in each sport category. The 

NFHS Coaches Association Adviso-

ry Committee then considers the 

sectional candidates in each sport, 

ranks them according to a point 

system, and determines a national 

winner for each of the 20 sport 

categories, the spirit category and 

two “other” categories. 

A total of 806 coaches will be rec-

ognized this year with state, sec-

tional and national awards.  

Also joining Leon, Terry and Betty 

for NFHS honors for the state and 

sectional levels are 11 other Michi-

gan coaches.  

Please see posting below. 

I am a coach because of the kids and the passion I have for the sport itself. There is no other feeling quite like helping young athletes 
further develop their natural persistence, determination, discipline, dedication, resiliency, work ethic, heart, leadership skills, connec-

tion with, and respect for, others, not only in competition but in life!  

Ted Schroeder  

1st Vice President NHSACA  

Even though interscholastic athletics may garner 
an extraordinary amount of attention from specta-
tors at given times, it is important to remember 
that these programs exist to prepare young men 
and women for the next level of life, not the next 
level of sports. What would your choice be if given 
the opportunity, either to help produce a handful of 
elite athletes, or to produce hundreds of thou-
sands of productive citizens who will become our 

future business and civic leaders?  



February 2019                         The Michigan Coach                                           Page 3 

Michigan High School Coaches Association Insurance Program 

Michigan High School Coaches 
Association Insurance Program 
Loomis & LaPann, Inc. is the 
insurance administrator for the 
Michigan High School Coaches 
Association. We offer general 
liability coverage, directors and 
officers coverage, and camp cover-
age to the National Organization of 

Michigan High School Sport Association  

Coaches Clinic Events 

Baseball: January  2020 

@ Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant 

Basketball: October 12-13, 2019  @ Oakland 

University, Rochester Hills  Contact: Dennis 

Hopkins    dhopkins@oaklandchristian.com 

Bowling : October 19-20, 2019 

Site: TBA 

MITCA: Cross Country:  

November 7-9, 2019 @ Comfort Inn, Mt. 

Pleasant  

Competitive Cheer: October 19-20, 2019 @ 

Crowne Plaza Lansing  

Football: January 16-18, 2020 @ Lansing 

Center & Radisson Capitol Center 

Golf: February 18 & 19, 2019 

@ Eagle Eye Golf Course/Banquet Center  

Gymnastics : October 19, 2019 

Men’s Lacrosse: Hall of Fame Game May 4, 

2019 @ Clarkston H.S. Time 7:30 p.m.  

Skiing: October 12, 2019 @ Clair, Mich. 

Droughty Hotel    

Softball: February 9-10, 2019 

@ Causeway Bay, Lansing 

Swimming: September 13-14, 2019 Site: 

McCamly Plaza Hotel 

Tennis; January 31 & February 1, 2020 Site: 

Hope College 

Track & Field: February 1-2, 2020 

Site: Lansing, Crowne Plaza Lansing  

Volleyball: March 8 & 9 2019 

@ Ann Arbor Huron High School 

Wrestling: October 27, 2019 

@ Mt. Pleasant, Comfort Inn 

MIAAA: March 14 2019 @Traverse City,  

NHSACA Convention: June 23- 26th Bis-

marck, ND 

Coaches Association Directors 
(NOCAD), which the Michigan 
High School Coaches Associa-
tion is a member.  

The General Liability policy will 
protect the Michigan High 
School Coaches Association 

and its members from 
claims made by 
negligent acts, acci-
dentally committed, 
resulting in: bodily 
injury, personal and 
advertising injury or 
property damage to 
others. The policy 

also covers member coaches 
in the classroom. Below is an 
overview of coverages and 
exclusions. For a complete 
description of the scope and 
limitations of coverage, please 
refer to the policy  
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The candidate must have distin-

guished himself/herself with good 

coaching ethics and promoted 

good sportsmanship throughout 

his/her coaching career.  *The AD 

or principal’s signature confirms 

this. Ten (10) years of coaching 

outside of Michigan may be applied 

to the application. Coaching at any 

level may be applied as long as it is 

a school sponsored interscholastic 

sport. To receive a general coach-

ing certificate the candidate must 

have been coaching at least one 

sport per year at any level for the 

requested number of years. To 

receive specific certificates for a 

single sport the candidate must 

qualify for the specified number of 

years in that sport.  This can be at 

any level.  You cannot however 

count more than one level or sea-

son for a sport in any one year.  For 

example, coaching both boys and 

girls basketball during the same 

school year counts as “1” year; 

coaching both 7th grade boys and 

JV boys during the same school 

year counts as “1” year. Up to three 

(3) years may be included for active 

duty military service which delayed 

or interrupted an applicant’s 

coaching career. Awards for 30 

years and more (plaque) will have 

the sports that the candidate 

coached listed on the plaque.  The 

coach will be presented only one 

award for each level of service 

after 30 years.  

For more information go to 

www.mhsca.org or contact Mike 

Jolly at  E-mail to: dlsathlet-

ics@aol.com 

The MHSCA Board of Di-

rectors recognized Rich 

Tompkins (1946-2015), 

former Executive Director, 

for his service to high 

school athletics by naming 

the multi-sport athlete 

award in his name. 

Each school in the state 

can nominate one boy and 

one girl from their school 

for the MHSCA Rich Tomp-

kins Multi-Sport Athlete 

Award.  The only require-

ment for the athlete is that 

they must have participat-

ed in a least 3 sports for all 

four years of high school. 

Information will be sent out 

through the help of the MI-

AAA to all AD’s in the state.   

Nominations are due by 

April 15th and must be sub-

mitted by the school’s prin-

cipal or AD.   Each of the 

nominees are evaluated 

on the basis of their ath-

letic achievements (both 

individual and team), 

scholarship, leadership 

and service.   The com-

mittee utilizes a rubric to 

rate the candidates.   

All of the nominees re-

ceive a high quality certif-

icate from the MHSCA in 

honor of being their 

please help them make ar-

rangements for the convention.  

House-cleaning items:  

1. Randy Johnson, Convention 

Coordinator, has been extreme-

ly busy organizing a great 

convention in Bismarck, ND for 

this summer. You should make 

reservations soon at the Ram-

kota in Bismarck. The rates are 

$109 and the phone number 

701-258- 7700, the dates are 

from Friday, June 21st through 

the 27th. The first board meet-

ing is Sunday June 23. Also, 

don’t forget to register for the 

convention. That information is 

available at hscoaches.org  

2. The schedule, although 

continually being updated, is 

posted on the website and 

Randy is requesting help from 

the Sports Chairs in securing 

speaking spots from the COTY 

finalist. Please contact your 

finalist and get them committed 

to speak. 

 3. While you are on the web-

site, don’t forget to take ad-

vantage of some of the dis-

counts that are EXCLUSIVELY 

for coaches including travel, 

insurance, supplies and other 

personal discounts.  

4. “Coach and AD Magazine” 

continues to be a huge benefit 

for all coaches in the country. We 

need to thank them at every 

opportunity. They recently con-

ducted the “2019 State of the 

Industry” survey, and published it 

in the January edition. The find-

ings of that survey should help 

NHSACA chart a path for improv-

ing the coaching profession. The 

number one concern for coaches 

and athletic directors is finding 

qualified coaches, and that doesn’t 

necessarily mean X’s and O’s. 

That certainly matches the 

NHSACA mission of educating our 

coaches and it matches most state 

associations goals. This should 

help guide NHSACA in future 

decisions. Thanks to the magazine 

for helping guide your course. 

 Ted Schroeder 1st Vice President  

school’s honoree.  Additionally, 

one boy and one girl from each 

of the four classes of schools 

(A, B, C, D) receive a plaque as 

the MHSCA State Multi-Sport 

Athlete of the Year.   

For more information contact 

Mr. Larry Merx, MHSCA 2nd 

Vice President at:  

larrymerx@gmail.com  or  

go to MHSCA.org 

February, 2019 Brr! It’s cold, but we 

are on the downhill, and before you 

know it we will be too warm. It is 

incredible how quickly sports sea-

sons slip by. In less than a month 

most of the winter seasons will be 

history.  

I hope you all have had an oppor-

tunity to enjoy some good high 

school competition…..for you that 

are coaching good luck coming 

down the stretch!  

Most of the Executive Committee 

will be meeting in March in Vermil-

lion, SD for the spring meeting…. 

one old soul will be joining the meet-

ing by Skype from Wyoming. We 

tried that for a previous brief conver-

sation and it worked well with a few 

minor technical problems.  

The NHSACA Finalists have been 

announced and the Executive Board 

is busy evaluating the finalists. I 

think you will all find the finalist to be 

super qualified candidates. I want to 

thank all of the sports chairs for 

completing the evaluations for their 

Sport COTY. This is not an easy 

task. If there are any suggestions on 

how to make the evaluation chore 

easier, now is the time to let Dave 

Dougherty know, when it is fresh in 

your mind. If you’re a sports chair or 

you know someone being honored, 
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The Michigan High School Coaches Association has partnered with ADDIX to offer an online store 

starting February 11 until March 25 for Michigan High School Coaches Association / National 

High School Athletic Coaches Association upcoming 2019 National Coach of the Year honorees 

and Hall of fame Inductees or guest.  
  
Here a few items to consider. 
Flex fit hat 
Fleeces 
Polo 
Sweatshirt 
1/4 zip wind shirt 
  
The MHSCA logo is included. For an additional fee will apply if you consider embroidery of the 

2019 National Coach of the year and sport or Hall of Fame inductees on items.  
 
These items also can be ordered for any past NHSACA participates or guest. 



 MHSCA Sponsors   

Mark Holdren, Executive Secretary 

854 Marshall St 

Portland, MI  48875 

517-526-4575 

Email: mholdren@portlandk12.org 

Michigan High School Coaches' Association  

Executive Director 

James M. Okler, CMAA 

MHSCA1954@gmail.com 

 Hall of Fame selection meeting, February 19, 2019 @ 

MHSAA building 9:00 a.m.  

 Board of Directors Spring Board Meeting  March 10, 2019 

       @ TBA,  in Lansing 

 

 Board of Directors Fall Board Meeting & Hall of Fame 

Banquet September, 15  2019 @ CMU 

 

 

 

MHSCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS & 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES CALENDAR  


