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NASTY
GROUT?

Call Today for FREE Estimate
1-877-GO-GROUT

(464-7688)

949-702-1197
Insured/LIc. #GLc830402

Remove Years of Dirt and Grime
Revolutionary Stain/Seal Process
Locks in Color/Seals Out Stains
Restore/Change Grout Color
Floors, Counters, Showers

ENORMOUS RESULTS MADE EASY
Serving Orange County Since 2004

www.groutzilla.com

BUY. SELL. LOAN.

Cash Paid For
Gold Jewelry * diamonds

rare Coins * watChes
Gift Cards

City Certiied • State Regulated

14370 Culver drive #e, irvine, Ca 92604
949.857.1033 | irvinegoldmine.com

Jewelry and Coins since 1977

IrvIne Gold MIne

State Licence #3026099888

Woodbridge football
coach Rick Gibson, assess-
ing the new CIF playoff for-
mat, gives the plan a
thumbs-up.

“I’m happy with the first
year of the playoff divi-
sions,” said Gibson, who
saw his team lose to Ante-
lope Valley, 45-27, in the se-
cond round of the Division
9 playoffs Friday.

“I thought that it was a
very competitive division,
and I like what CIF has
tried to do. I’m sure they
will have a few things to
tweak and adjust but I

thought Di-
vision 9,
where we
were, was a
good loca-
tion for us.”

As for the
season,
Wood-
bridge’s
Gibson said
his team,

which was 5-7, “had our
ups and downs. Making
the playoffs is always one
of our goals, and we did
that. My expectations for
this team were to make the
playoffs and make a good
run at it. That happened.”

McBride’s career at
Woodbridge ends 

A very talented running
back, Woodbridge’s Con-
nor McBride, wrapped up
his outstanding career Fri-
day night as the school’s
career leader in rushing
yards. Gibson is still com-
piling those final numbers. 

McBride, who had tre-
mendous break-away abil-
ity, was an intense compet-
itor and a motivating force
on the squad.

Gibson said Cal Poly
(San Luis Obispo) and San
Diego State are “very inter-
ested” in McBride.

“He’s a good football
player, and if he doesn’t get
a Division 1scholarship off-
er, I’m sure he will go to a
JC and try and bulk up a lit-
tle bit more as far as phys-
icality. He has so many
good intangibles that I be-
lieve he will end up with an
offer.”

Beckman wraps up 
7-5 season 

Beckman’s football team
ended up 7-5 after losing to
Rubidoux, 41-26, in the se-
cond round.

“Looking at the season
as a whole, there are so ma-
ny positives to take away
from it,” said Beckman
coach Marcello Giuliano.
“In particular, this group
showed tremendous cha-
racter in responding to our
early season adversity;
they came together in pur-
suit of their goals, and put
together a terrific string of
wins through the last se-
ven weeks of the season.
The team is especially
proud of winning the
Fence Post trophy and ad-
vancing to the second
round of the playoffs for
the first time in several
years.”

Strong run for
Northwood water polo 

Northwood’s water polo
team didn’t reach the CIF
finals. The top-seeded Tim-
berwolves came one win
shy of reaching that goal.
But Coach Kyle Kim-E cer-
tainly has the program
headed in the right direc-
tion, and its future appears
bright.

Basketball tourney
next week

Basketball season be-
gins for most local teams
next week. Crean Luthe-
ran’s boys squad will host
the Chick-fil-A Tipoff Clas-
sic beginning Saturday. On
Monday, Beckman will face
Sonora at 6:30 p.m. and
Crean Lutheran will face
San Juan Hills at 8 p.m.

The championship will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 3.

Happy Thanksgiving!

P R E S S  B O X

Woodbridge
coach

approves of
new system

TIM 
BURT
STAFF
WRITER

Northwood’s boys water
polo team’s hopes of ad-
vancing to the CIF Division
4 finals ended last week
when the Timberwolves
lost to Yucaipa, 15-14, in tri-

ple overtime on the road.
Northwood was trying

to reach the CIF finals for
the third time and was
seeking its first CIF title.

The match Nov. 16 was
close through regulation,
but top-seeded Northwood
(20-13) held a 12-10 lead

with 1:23 left in regulation.
Goalkeeper Leon Shi

had nine saves for the Tim-
berwolves. Joe Shaw led
the scoring with five goals.
Max Abravanel had four
goals and Colin Press two.
Spencer Sellwood, Andrew
Wraith and Sheer Karney
had one goal each for
Northwood. 

“At first, it was heart-
breaking for our team to
lose to a strong Yucaipa
team at their hometown

pool (65 miles away) in
sudden death overtime,”
said Northwood Coach
Kyle Kim-E. “But after the
game, I realized that this
was my team’s first CIF run
together, and I couldn’t be
more proud of them.
Everyone except for my se-
niors has never been to
CIFs before. To make it to
the semi-finals is a big ac-
complishment for our pro-
gram and showcases the
immense improvement

everyone made after an 8-
21 season last year.

“My first season coach-
ing was tough, and the
transition was harder than
I expected. Afterwards, I
knew that there was a lot of
learning that I had to do on
my end. I could not have
asked for a more patient,
trusting, and respectful
group of guys – I learned so
much from them.

“I can’t say enough
about the senior class this
year. We had one of North-
wood’s best scorers ever in
Joe Shaw and strong all-
around players in Sheer
Karny, David Miller, Mi-
chael Lee and Matthew
Drucker. They were lead-
ers both in and out of the
water and set a good exam-
ple of what every senior
class at Northwood should
be. They will be deeply 
missed.”

Kim-E said the future is
bright for the program.

“While it’s sad that the
season is over, I’m very ex-
cited for the future of
Northwood,” he said. “I re-
turn the majority of my
starters and I have remar-
kable players that were
making a big impact off of
the bench this year. I know
that those guys will step up
and I think we should still
have another strong sea-
son next year.”

Northwood boys water polo team
falls to Yucaipa in semifinals, 15-14

Coach Kim-E says despite the loss
he’s proud of his team and looking

forward to a great future.
B y  T I M  B U R T
STAFF WRITER

Northwood High star
runner Erika Adler and
Woodbridge standout Lora
Gonzalez are headed to the
CIF State Cross Country
Championships this week-
end in Fresno.

They qualified as indivi-
duals at the CIF Southern
Section Finals on Saturday
at the Riverside Cross
Country Course.

But it was a tough day
for local teams at the finals.

Only the Crean Luthe-
ran boys team qualified to
compete at state.

Northwood’s girls team
and the Woodbridge boys

team each just missed out
on advancing. The Wood-
bridge girls team and Uni
individual runner Ceclia
Langlois also saw their sea-
sons come to an end.

Northwood High coach
Louie Muniz knew going in
it might be tough for his
squad to advance in such a
loaded Division 2 field.

The top seven teams in
each division moved on to
state.

Northwood finished
ninth with 226 points. Sau-
gus, the seventh-place
team, had 219 points.

“The girls ended the sea-
son laying their hearts and
souls on the course,” Muniz
said. “We came up a bit
short. Having the CIF
champions Saugus, who
has won eight out of the
last 9 years, finish in the
last spot tells you how deep
the Division 2 group is this
year.

“We ran over a minute
faster team time than the

previous race, yet we could
only place ninth. We were
proud and satisfied with
the effort our seven girls
gave each other out on the
course.”

Adler took fourth indivi-
dually in a time of 16:58.0
in the race to advance. El-
izabeth Chittenden of Mira
Costa won the race in
16:49.4 with Erica Schroed-
er of San Marcos (16:53.6)
in second and Alyssa Bau-
tista of Capistrano Valley
(16:57.6) in third.

Adler held the lead in
the latter part of the race,
but was passed over the fi-
nal 200 meters.

“What an amazing ac-
complishment to finish in
fourth place against a sea-
soned group of cross coun-
try superstars,” Muniz said.
“It was tremendous cour-
age on her part to put her-
self into that position and
tell the other runners to
come catch her. She was
not going to back down.

She is stoked to get the op-
portunity to extend her
season at the state cham-
pionships and give herself
another chance to race
against the best the sport
has to offer.”

Northwood freshman
Aleks Crampton was 34th
in 18:12.5, Sami Murphy
came in 52nd in 18:23.0,
Chloe Muller was 66th in
18:33.6, and Hailey Villa-
flor finished 81st in 18:56.6
to round out the five scor-
ing runners.

“Overall our Cinderella
season was a tremendous
success,” Muniz said. “I
have to acknowledge the
guidance the girls received
from the legendary coach
Randy Rossi. His involve-
ment with our program
has been a big help from
the first day of summer
practice.”

Gonzalez of Woodbridge
also pushed hard and ran
one of her best races of the
season to move on. She fin-

ished 16th overall in
17:34.2.

Woodbridge’s girls team
came in 23rd with 502
points.

The Woodbridge boys
team was 12th out of 24
teams in Division 2. The
Warriors finished with 336
points.

Brett Knutson was the
squad’s top finisher, plac-
ing 44th in 15:32.6. Sean
McConville was 45th in
15:33.6, Ryuya Souther fin-
ished 73rd in 15:49.8, Drew
Arguelles was 95th in
16:09.7, and Brandon
Christ came in 96th in
16:10.1.

Crean Lutheran quali-
fied for state in Division 4.
The Saints finished fifth
with 208 points.

Peter Weiss was 17th in
15:46.0, Garrett Miller
came in 34th in 15:59.9,
Craig Odenwald was 41st in
16:03.9, Evan Bilotta was
56th in 16:11.5 and Cole Pi-
no placed 66th in 16:15.9.

MARK DUSTIN, CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 

Northwood's Erika Adler (1295), center, stays ahead of the pack during Saturday's CIF-SS Girls Division 2 Championships.

ADLER, GONZALEZ HEAD TO
STATE CROSS COUNTRY MEET 

Crean boys are
only team that
will join them
in Fresno this

weekend. 
B y  B R E N T  S H A V E R
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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