GEORGIA: Statute 16-5-23

(a) A person commits the offense of simple battery when he or she either:

(1) Intentionally makes physical contact of an insulting or provoking nature with the person of

another; or

(2) Intentionally causes physical harm to another.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (c) through (g) (h) of this Code section, a person
convicted of the offense of simple battery shall be punished as for a misdemeanor. (h) Any
person who commits the offense of simple battery against a sports official while such sports
official is officiating an amateur contest or while such sports official is on or exiting the property
where he or she will officiate or has completed officiating an amateur contest shall, upon
conviction thereof, be punished for a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature. For the
purposes of this Code section, the term ‘sports official’ means any person who officiates,
umpires, or referees an amateur contest at the collegiate, elementary or secondary school, or

recreational level.
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