TRUSSVILLE REC COMPETITIVE LEAGUE

(effective date August 9, 2016)
I. Introduction

At the July 12, 2016 Board Meeting, it was discussed that a PDL policy should be adopted to control various contingencies that may occur during the season.  In prior seasons, there were cost overruns and issues with pick up players.  This Policy is meant to cover any “team” outside of Rec and is not related to Red Storm. There is an Addendum to the Red Storm policy still in place, but any team formed pursuant to that policy would fall under these Rules.  It is important to note that moving forward TGSA sanctioning organization may not have a PDL, OTM or “extra play” program.  As long as the Trussville Competitive Team(s) are not playing games/tournaments which may invalidate any Rec girls all-star eligibility in the Spring, these teams can be utilized to provide more competition for Park players.  

Any “extra play” Rec program at Trussville, the purpose is to permit those Park girls who want more competition and more games, an alternative option to travel ball.  Every participant of Trussville Competitive League, defined as any program outside of an approved Red Storm team, must be registered for the season that the Trussville Competitive Team is playing (Fall registrant for Fall & Winter competition; Spring registrant for Spring competition), unless approved by the TGSA Executive Committee. To make sure that this League’s purpose is being carried out, oversight of the League will be by the Executive Committee.
Below are Rules which will govern this League.
II. Player Eligibility

A. Age
USSSA Age requirements apply for each Age Group will apply as with Rec, i.e. for Fall, 2016 and Spring, 2017 - 6U (2010 & 2011 birthdays); 8U (2008 & 2009 birthdays); 10U (2006 & 2007 birthdays); 12U (2004 & 2005 birthdays); 15U (2001, 2002 & 2003 birthdays).  Most sanctioning bodies, like USSSA permits a player to play up, i.e. 2006 player can elect to play 12U instead of 10U.  However, if a player elects to play up, that player is not permitted to play down during All Stars, but that player must play All Stars in the same age group she played during the regular season – THIS will apply to Spring Trussville Competitive League Teams.
B. Registrant

As indicated above, the purpose is to provide a more competitive environment for Park players.  Players must be registered to play Park Ball, unless otherwise approved by the Executive Committee, as an example only, starting pitcher on a Trussville Competitive Team is injured and the Executive Committee permits an outside of Rec League player (Red Storm player) to participate if there are no other available options.
C. Pick-ups

Once the season begins, pickups are strongly discouraged.  If you have the minimum number to play per your age rules, pickups will not be allowed unless the Executive Committee approves a particular player.  If a pick up player is permitted, the same borrowed player rules apply, i.e., bat last, play outfield, must be a comparable draft pick if available, etc. unless a special circumstance requires a different result subject to Executive Committee approval. 
D. Fees

The entire amount of Trussville Competitive League fees must be paid at least one week (1) prior to the first tournament.  Similar to Rec, if there are any outstanding fees from previous season must be handled prior to start of new season.  Any fees collected by a team must be used for the players on the team, including but not limited to, uniforms, tournament fees, umpire fees, insurance fees, etc.  If there is a surplus at the end of season, that surplus will be divided equally among the families at the conclusion of the season.
One week prior to the last games/tournaments, the Head Coach and TGSA Treasurer should assess the remaining fees for a particular team and provide a report to the Team’s parents.  If the account is in the negative, additional fees need to be raised, unless the Executive Committee approves that Team playing in a tournament without sufficient funds.
III. Coaches
Any Coach who wants to lead a Trussville Competitive League team must submit a coaching application and complete all coaching requirements.  Head coaching experience is preferred but not a requirement. Coaching Director and Rec League Director are jointly responsible for recruiting and discussing with various candidates their interest in leading a team.  Coaching Director and Rec League Director will make recommendations prior to the vote by the Board. Either a meeting will be called or an e-vote of all of the candidates will be held by the TGSA Board.
IV. Selection of players for One Team
The Head Coach of the approved team has sole authority to select his players; however, to the extent, there are more players than desired (15 signed up for an anticipated 10-member team), a try-out will be held for that team.  After the tryout, the Head Coach will select his team members and inform the Executive Committee of those girls he is not taking.

V. Multiple teams in any Age Group

If there are enough players for more than one team, all the Head Coaches with the help of the Coaching Director and Recreation League Director will equally divide the teams, as much as possible.  If the Coaching Director or Recreation League Directors daughter(s) play in the same age group, then substitute Executive Board members will take one or both of their places in this order: Vice-President, Treasurer, Commissioner, Tournament Director, Red Storm Director and then President.

The decision to have two teams is the Recreation League Director decision (unless the age group being decided contains the Recreation League Director’s daughter), who may consult with the Executive Committee.  If the number of teams involves the Recreation League Director daughter’s age group, the Vice-President will decide if two teams are permitted.  If Vice-President has a conflict, next falls to Treasurer, Commissioner, Tournament Director, Red Storm Director and then President, respectively.
VI. Discipline

Competitive Team Coaches are subject to same discipline rules as any TGSA coach.  The coach must always remember that he/she, his/her players and families are ambassadors for our Park wherever they practice and play.
VII. Practice

There is generally no restriction of practice time.  However, any practice must be requested in the same manner as Red Storm and Rec coaches request practice times. Rec teams always have first priority of practice slots.  If it is a night practice, any coach must inform the Rec League Director or Red Storm Director once he is finished with the field, so the lights may be turned off by the City.  Failure to do so will subject TGSA to penalties.

VIII. Play

The Recreation League Director will discuss with neighboring parks tournaments, friendlies, etc for the Trussville Competitive teams to play.  It will generally be permitted for the Trussville Competitive Team to play in travel tournaments as well. There is no minimum or maximum number of tournaments permitted.  Each team will schedule the number of tournaments/games suitable for that age group.  Any fees for those tournaments or other requirements will be borne by each individual team.  NOTE: any participation in travel tournaments, the coach/team must keep the girls’ best interest in mind.  Tournaments should not be scheduled for out of state, and travel tournaments should not be played if the players’ participation in spring All Stars may be jeopardized.

IX. Uniforms

Any Trussville Competitive team will purchase uniforms pursuant to the sanctioning organization guidelines. However, uniforms should not utilize the words “Red Storm” on them in any way, unless otherwise approved by the Executive Committee.  Having a “T” or Trussville on the front of the uniforms is generally acceptable.  Having consistent look of each age group is desired.  Each Trussville Competitive Team must consult with the TGSA Uniform Director.
X. Parameters
1. Trussville Competitive is open to all age groups, if there is interest by a Head Coach and then players;
2. Trussville Competitive is open to every girl registered in Rec and paid.
3. An extra fee will be charged to each girl for participation in the League, which must be paid at least one week prior to first tournament/game.
4. Trussville Competitive teams are permitted to practice as many times as a team desires, as long as it does not interrupt the player’s Rec Team, as determined by the Recreation League Director.
5. Each Trussville Competitive Team Coach is given sole discretion in selecting girls, subject to discussion with Executive Committee members.
6. Trussville Competitive Team is not REC.  Equal playing time is not guaranteed and should not be expected.  Fastpitch softball is a team sport, and Trussville Competitive Teams will set lineups similar to school ball teams.
XI. Fall/Winter, 2016 Anticipated Dates



REVISED 3/10/18
Spring 2018 PDL dates

3/10/18 Vestavia

3/31/18 Trussville

4/8/18 Homewood

5/5/18 Trussville

5/12/18 Pinson

If anyone has any questions about Trussville Competitive League, please contact any executive committee member.
